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PREFACE. 



The writer of the following pages being 
for several months laid aside from his pas- 
toral functions through severe illness, pro- 
duced chiefly by the anxiety, trials, and 
exertions, which, during the last thirteen 
years, the peculiar character of his charge 
called him to undergo, beguiled some of his 
hours in retirement by reviewing a few of the 

events connected with his past labours. He 
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vi PRBFACE. 

begs to assure the reader, that the narratives 
are not £ctious ; and that the conversations, 
as recorded in the Letters, are, as far as his 
memory serves, substantially, where they are 
not verbally, what passed between the author 
and the different persons therein represented. 
From the little hill on which he is now 
cast to rest for a season, it is natural to re- 
view the way by which he has been led ; and, 
in the retrospect, to rest the eye, with food 
or painful " Recollections,'' on objects or oc- 
currences in that way. While the review 
affiMrds him ample causes of gratitude, it also 
presents to him many and cogent reasons 
for de^ humiliation before God; and for 
earnest prayer that, if restored to his pastoral 
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labours, he may return to hifl work with re- 
doubled diligence^ zeal, prudence, wisdom, 
cocdrage, humility, ti single eye to God's 
glory, and especially that love and tender 
compassicm whidi yearn over the prostrated 
ruins of humanity, and which brought down 
from his eteimal glory the Son of God to 
raise o«" helpless, miserable race from the 
rmixR of the Fall ; to pluck us, as brands from 
the Imifning ; and to exalt us to everlasting 
life and glory. 

Should the following Letters fall into the 
hands ef 'any of the author's younger bre- 
thren ^m the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Cterist," he wotdd fain hope that a perusal of 
theimriilay hot prove altogether unprofitable. 



\ 
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With them "in (their) tribulation," their 
trials, and discouragements, he deeply sym- 
pathizes. They are now, it mfety be, amid 
the revilings and scofEngs of the perverse and 
ignorant,* easting their bread upon the 
waters; but they shall find it after many 
, days. If, like thje writer, they should find 
their physical powers yielding under the 
pressure of toils and solicitude, still let them 
persevere : for they cannot make any sacri* ^ 
fice in a better cause ; or fall in the service 
of a better Master. The blessed Master 
whom they serve did not value his glory too 
highly to be laid aside for a season, or his 
life too precious to be sacrificed " for us men 

• Rccles. xi. 1. 
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and for our salvation." Gratitude and love 
to Him, as well as tbe.^w&l responsibility of 
their office, and compassion for the perishing 
souls of their fellow-men, should powerfiilly 
excite to persevering diligence in the work. 
And as difficulties and discouragements in- 
crease and multiply, let corresponding efforts 
be made ; a more simple reliance be placed 
upon the guidance and strength of Jehovah ; 
and more fervent supplications be addressed 
to the Father of mercies. For it is written, 
" Let us not be weary in well doing : for in 
due season we shall reap, if we feint not."* 

May, 1836. 

' * Gal. vi. 9. 
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LETTER I.* 

THE BACKSLIDER RECLAIMED. 



Thy backslidings shall reprove thee." — Jeremiah ii. 19. 



My dear friend, 
To every serious observer of the present 
times, it is lamentable to find that in religious 
matters, the love of novelty and of the mar- 
vellous should so far gain the ascendency over 
the minds of religious professors, as to induce 
them to forget the necessity of a practical 
improvement of character, and of laying a 
solid, immovable foundation of a ^^good 
hope " against the day when the doer, and 

* Thii Letter, with some additions, was by the author's 
request inserted in the ** Christian Guardian,** 1822, Art. 
•* On the Love of Religious Novelty.*' 
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2 LETTER I, - 

not the mere hearer of the word, will be pro- 
nounced "blessed " and "justified.** 

In a thousand unsuspected ways does a 
guilty disregard of God, of his authority, 
justice, patience, love, and mercy, discover 
itself in the daily pursuits of mankind. Un- 
renewed sinners have no more regard for the 
great, the glorious, the all-wise, and ever- 
blessed God, than they have for a person of 
whom they never heard, — from whom they 
never received a favour, — to whom they owe 
no returns of gratitude and love, — from whose 
justice, and power they have nothing to 
dread, — and in whose favour and loving-kind- 
ness they know nothing worthy of a hope. 
Nay, the very blessings and mercies which 
God fireely bestows on his needy, dependent 
creatures, axe turned into so many weapons 
of rebellion against him, — are converted into 
occasions of transgressing his holy laws. 
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Well, indeed, may he complain, in that 
pathetic, moving language, — well may he 
summon inanimate nature to witness and 
abhor the vile ingratitude of guilty man:-^ 
" Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth ; 
for the Lord hath spoken, I have nourished 
and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled against me." * 

But this forgetfulness of God, this con^ 
tempt of his authority, this criminal disregard 
of his loving-kindness, — though his " loving- 
kindness is better than life," — is manifest, 
not only in the common and secular transac- 
tions of life, but also in the very actions 
which have a direct reference to the Most 
High and his worship. Many, for instance, 
when approaching or entering his iinctuary. 
and attending on the ordinances of religion, 
have not the object of worship, the living 

* Isa. i. 2. 
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and true God, in all their thoughts. They go 
to hear something new, something that may 
gratify " itching ears." Their practical lan- 
guage amounts to this : — " I will hear what 
such and such a man will say ; I will see how 
he acquits himself as a preacher; I will ascer- 
tain whether his doctrines are agreeable to 
my own preconceived notions." But how 
comparatively seldom to be met with is he 
who says and resolves — "I will hear what 
<jrod the Lord will speak ; what consolations 
I may receive from his gracious word; what 
instruction for the government of my fiiture 
conduct, and that of my family; what 
cheering word of promise to support me in 
the trials and afflictions which are scattered 
on my path ; what * way-marks ' * I can find set 
up by my precursors in the way of life, 'to 
•warn the heedless traveller of some latent 

* Jer. xxxi. 21. 
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snare^ spread for his feet by the great enemy 
of souls ; and what returns of gratitude for 
mercies received, what adoration and praise 
I can render to my Creator, Benefactor, and 
Redeemer. 

When in the metropolis a few years ago, 
I was requested by the Committee of a bene- 
volent Society, to visit a poor woman residing 
in the neighbourhood of Gray's Inn Lane. 
On entering her apartment, I found her 
sitting in an old elbow chair, which, as well 
as the invalid, bore indications that the then 
occupier had seen and enjoyed better days. 
Her emaciated frame, and the progress as well 
as the nature of her disease, indicated that she 
was rapidly hastening to her "long home," 
and would soon become a tenant of "the 
house appointed for all living." A few 
words on the nature of her illness, circum- 
stances, &c., having been exchanged, I felt 

b3 



6 LETTER I. 

and expressed a desire to ascertain what 
were her prospects beyond the grave, whither 
she was so fiist approaching. No sooner had 
I touched on this subject, than poor Anne 

burst into tears, and exclaimed, in a 

manner that shewed the agitation of her 
soul, " O Sir, if I am lost, I must occupy 
the hottest place in hell! I am an awfiil 
backslider." Well, reader, do I remember to 
this day, the mixture of pain and pleasure 
which I then felt. It was not my intention 
or my wish to palliate the aggravated sin of 
backsliding, — to tell her that she was " no 
worse than many of her neighbours ; and that, 
if she must go to hell, what is to become of the 
many thousands around her; and that, not- 
withstanding her backsliding and her failures, 
she had a good heart at the bottom." Nor 
was I disposed to direct her to rest herself m 
peace and comfort, on feelings, voices, visions, 
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and dreams. Vain and sandy foundations! 
upon which too many, alas ! on a dying-bed, are 
taught and encouraged to build their hope of 
heaven; — taught and encouraged by those 
who, in approaching the beds of the sick and 
the dying, place greater importance in their 
own incoherent words and phrases, than in 
the pure word of God, which on such occa- 
sions is altogether excluded. The most 
profligate up to the day of his sickness, if he 
can only pronounce, with unhallowed Hps^ 
" My sweet Jesus," " My Jesus," and expresis 
a few party sentences, though his heart 
remain unbroken for sin, — though he be igno- 
rant of his ruined condition by nature and 
practice, and of his consequent need of sal- 
vation by the blood and righteousness of 
Christ, — though he be ignorant of God and 
his holy law, and, of the unholiness of his 
own heart and life, is consigned to the everlast- 
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ing mansions of liolinessy glory, and joy, where 
no unrenewed sinner can enter, — consigned, 
by a prayer or two, and a funeral-oration. 
Flattered by the hope, too frequently delu- 
sive, that their former companion is gone to 
heaven, though he did so and so in the days <rf 
his life and health, the survivors of the de- 
ceased are encouraged to " continue in sin," 
to put off the work of repentance until 
death stares them in the face, and to imagine 
foolishly that a prayer or two for them, just 
at life's closing moment, will atone for all 
the past, and transport them into heaven. 

Anne , however, had in her fonrfer days 

been better taught than to trust her eternal 
safety to such vain " refuges of lies,** had I 
been disposed to point them out. Light as 
they might seem to a superficial observer, or 
a darkened understanding, Anne herself did 
not view her transgressions as mere foibles 
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or peccadilloes. She felt and deeply la* 
mented their aggravated baseness ; she had 
found what " an evil thing and bitter it is "* 
to depart from the living God. Finding that 
her mind was painfaUy suspended between 
a &int hope and fear, — that she was earnestly 
longing for the light of God's countenance, 
which, by turning " again to folly," she had 
lost, — and that, like the prodigal son, she was 
anxious to be restored to the favour of an 
offended father, I endeavoured to set before 
her the fulness and freeness of divine grace 
to the chief of sinners, — the willingness of 
God to receive even backsliders, to "heal 
their backslidings, and to love them freely ."f 
In addition to my own inadequate endeavours 
to direct into "the way of peace" the feet 
of this unhappy wanderer, I obtained the 
seasonable and judicious help of an aged 

• Jer. ii. 19; f Hosea xiv.4. 



10 LETTER I. 

imd pious neighbouringclergyman. The Lord 
was pleased to bless the efforts made to restore 
this backslider. In a few days after I had first 
seen her, she died, leaving a happy testimony 
that the Lord had not finally forsaken her, 
but had in his righteous wrath remem- 
bered mercy. The last interview that I had 
with her was a day or two before [her death. 
Having then read to her the word of God, 
and prayed vdth her, she said, ** I bless God 
for the sight of this day." She was enabled 
to rejoice vdth trembling, in the God of her 
salvation ; and the vmter parted with her to 
see her no more, until the day on which 
they both " must stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ." Dear reader, frequently 
look to that DAY, " for which all other days 
were made." A day of gloominess and 
darkness indeed, to the unrighteous, the 
impenitent, the irrecovered backslider, the 
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hypocrite, the formaUst; but a day of 
brightness and glory to the faithftJ, humble 
follower of the Lamb. Dear brother in the 
labour and patience of our Lord Jesus, look 
often to that day, when you as well as the 
writer must render an accoimt of your ser- 
vice in the vineyard of the Lord of hosts. 
Tremendous, indeed, will be the reckoning, 
if there should stand there to confront us, 
one soul lost through our negUgence, or 
wilfrd ignorance, or misconduct. Oh! what 
a day ! Lost sinners accusing their slothful, 
ignorant, and wicked pastors j pastors, on 
the other hand, charging their flocks with 
idleness, perverseness, and opposition to their 
pastoral labours; and the righteous Judge 
adjusting the criminations and recrimina- 
tions, by rendering to every one according 
to his works* 

Oftentimes have we seen a day of thick- 
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gathering clouds and sweeping tempests, 
close serene and mild; and the sun, just 
filing below the horizon, emit through the 
slow-scattering clouds its cheering beams, as 
if to remind us that the storms which over- 
turned the magnificent palace, and tore 
up the stately oak, had been unable to 
move it from its orbit, or to diminish its 
lustre. Thus unmoved from his purpose of 
grace and love, by the violent storms and 
tempests of trials and calamities by which 
we are tossed to and fro, the Sun of Right- 
eousness shone on this benighted wanderer, 

^mne ; dispelled the darkness which 

had covered her path, and cheered her 
drooping spirits just at the close of her day, 
as she was entering the dark " valley of the 
shadow of death."* 
Let not the case of Anne encourage 

* Psalm xxiiL 4. 
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any one to venture on the forbidden path of 
the backslider. Let no one presume to 
make the fearful experiment how far he may 
" sin that grace," at the last, " may abound." 
Alas ! I have now before me some who once 
" did run well ;" but they have drawn back, 
and are going from bad to worse, " denying 
the Lord that bought them,"* rejecting his 
holy word, and fortifying themselves in the 
*' strong holds " of the *^ vain philosophy " of 
a Voltaire, a licentious Mirabeau, a Hume, a 
Paine, and a Cobbett. 

The reader may wish to become ac- 
quainted with the cause of Anne *s 

first aberration from the path of life. The 
main cause was a "deceitful heart," ever 
prone to depart from the living God ; which 
the reader and writer possess, as well as did 
Anne . But the love of novelty was 

♦ 2 Pet ii. 1. 
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the besetting sin which first allured Anno 
from the path of duty and of happi- 
ness. I will record the substance of what I 
received from her own Hps. Brought up 
and instructed in the scriptural doctrines and 
discipline of the Church of Christ as esta- 
blished in these realms, she attended the 
imnistry of the Rev. D. W, in her neigh- 
bourhood. There, if I rightly recollect, she 
received the. first salutary impressions of her 
fallen state, her guilt, her condemnation; 
but there she was subsequently directed to 
rest herself on the all-sufiicient Saviour for 
pardon, safety, and peace ; there she, among 
the thousands that meet there to worship the 
Lord of hosts, was instructed, nurtured, and 
comforted, in the way of life; there she 
grew *'in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;"* and 

• 2 Pet. Hi. 18. 
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there she " did run well ** to obtain " a crown 
of life." 

How seasonable and urgent at all times, 
especially when danger is least apprehended, 
— danger from an evil and fascinating world, 
from the depraved aiFections of the flesh, and 
from the wiles and power of our great " ad- 
versary the devil;" — how seasonable and 
urgent are the admonitions, " Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall;"* 
" Pass the time of your sojourning here in 
fear."f Our heedless feet are too frequently 
entangled where we least suspect a snare. 

f 

The truth is, the way to the kingdom is nar- 
row, and so thickly "beset with snares on 
every hand," that the least deviation from the 
path often plunges us into the " mire " or the 
" clay " on the right or the left hand. A 
roving eye towards a forbidden object, ter-^ 

• 1 Cor. X. 12. t 1 Pet i. 17. 



16 LETTER I. 

minates in the black crimes of adultery" and 
mui^er, as in the case of David. Consorting 
ynih the enemies of Christ, leads to an awful 
denial of Christ, as in the case of Peten 
Entertaining the love of money^ leads to 8 
betraying of Christ, and self-destruction, as 
in the case of Judas Iscariot. 

The time arrived when Anne's constancy 
was to be tried. The choice was proposed 
to her, of attending the worship of God, 
either from unholy curiosity, or from a sense 
of duty and privilege. The arrival in town 
of an eminent, or rather a, popular preacher, 
was announced. Anne listened to the 
cravings of curiosity, and to the solicitations 
of her neighbours, who assured her that 
there was no difference between going to 

B Row and S Fields, at least for 

once. . Anne , that she might see and 

hear something new, ventured to turn her 
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back on her own church, — to forsake the 
company of those with whom, on former 
Sabbaths, she had taken ^* sweet counsel," 
and gone to the " house of prayer/* What 
were the reflections which obtruded them- 
selves on the mind of Anne, while she re- 
ceded from her former sanctuary, and slowly 
advanced to mingle with strangers, the writeu 
never learned or enquired. Peradventure, 
like the tender-hearted youth who, on first 
quitting the patemial roof, is forced to give 
vent to the rising tear, on the endearing 
recollection of parental kindness and love, — 
of scenes and enjoyments never to return, 
or to return at some remote period, when 
their beauty and loveliness would be faded 
or forgotten, — ^perhaps, like him, Anne 
thought with endearing remembrance of 
that " house of prayer," and of that assem- 
bly, which she was now forsaking, and 

c3 
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undesignedly and unsuspectingly forsaking 
for ever. Anne was charmed with the novelty 
of what she saw and heard in the new place, 
and the bonds of her attachment to the 
house of God became relaxed. From that 
.period she dated the commencement of her 
aberrations, and of all the train of miseries 
and of painful reflections which accompanied 
her to her dying-bed, and which tortured 
her tmhappy mind until within a few days 
of her death. Her mind became unsettled, 
and she wandered hither and thither, after 
this and that '^ preacher/' until she became 
as ** clouds without water."* "Carried 
about with every wind of doctrine," f dis- 
consolate and miserable, she roamed from 
place to place, like " a bird that wandereth 
from her nest,"j: until her sickness unto 

• Jude 12. t Bphes. iv. 14. 

I Prov. xxvii. 8. 
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death confined her to her room, where the 
writer first met with her* 

How firequently, my dear firiend, do we 
discover a vile ingratitude to the Author of 
all good, by a criminal dissatisfaction with 
our present mercies and undeserved bless- 
ings ! How often, from a vitiated palate, 
do we nauseate the sweet waters of life, and 
forsake both the waters and the. cistern 
which holds them, to hew out for ourselves 
** broken cisterns which can hold no water !"* 
Tempted by an ever active curiosity, how 
prone are we to leave the good " old paths," 
and to seek something new I Poor Anne I 
Like too many, she knew these filings of 
our nature by a bitter experience. 
. Here, it may be asked, what harm could 
there be in Anne's going to a difierent place 
'%}( worship, and among a difierent denomi- 

* Jer. ii. 13. 
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nation, as long as she could hear there the 
doctrines of the Gospel correctly and faith- 
fully set forth ? To the superficial observer, 
no evil would appear in the conduct of David, 
when he dispatched his captain to number 
the people of the land* But " the Lord 
seeth not as man seeth."* He is jealous of 
his honour, nor will he give his glory to 
another. And if we forsake the place where 
he has recorded his name, and where he has 
in mercy been wont to meet and bless us, — if 
we sacrifice the simple but noble end of 
worshipping our Creator and of seeking com- 
munion with him, for the unhallowed grati-^ 
fication of curiosity,— if we prefer hearing 
what this or that man says, to " what God 
the Lord will speak " to us by his holy word, 
—may we not justly expect the sad conse- 
quence of thus deviating from the path of 

* 1 Sam. zvi. 7. 
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duty and of privilege 2 These small begin- 
ings of a wandering practice, too generally 
terminate in infidelity and niin» I have 
frequently observed this &tal progress from 
a profession of religion^ to a profession of 
irreligion. A professor, by some unhaUowed 
means or artifices^ becomes in a measure 
detached from his regular place of worship. 
He frequents another and another. Truths 
like those heretofore heard at his own 
former place, are still heard and approved. 
Hence he concludes that he may attend one 
place as well as another* Interest or friend* 
ship may preponderate in £ivour of a parti- 
cular party, and he joins that party for a 
season ; or, perhaps, an equipoise of interest 
may induce him to divide his attcAtion 
between two or three different places and 
different denominations* Well, as he can 
worship God, or,— -if the truth was known, — 
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soothe his conscience at one place as well as 
at another, so presently he concludes that 
he may worship God at home as well as at 
any other place* The next step in [this 
lamentable and awM retrogression is to lay 
aside altogether the worship of God at home. 
Thus is a door effectttally opened for infi- 
delity, mirth, worldly pleasure, dissipation^ 
and licentiousness ; and " the last state '' of 
the miserable individual " is worse than the 
first."* Nor should the means be less con- 
demned and abhorred than the awful endy — 
the means which are resorted to by any party . 
to allure the simple and unwary jfrom the 
sanctuary in which they have been accus- 
tomed to worship and find the Lord. This 
is a firee country, in which every one may 
" sit under his own vine," and worship God : 
none ought to make him afraid. And to 

• Matt xil 45. 
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persuade, much more to compel, an indi- 
vidual to abandon his own denomination, 
with which he conscientiously associates, or 
to excite in his mind prejudices against his 
minister, by resorting to low, unchristian 
sarcasms, if not to &Isehood, is a species of 
persecution which ought to be jealously 
watched and firmly resisted. Such, for 
instance, is the no infrequent practice of 
watching the first serious impressions that 
an individual may receive within the walls 
of his parish church, and then repre- 
senting to him the advantage of leaving 
that church, or the danger of adhering to 
its communion. This, and kindred evils, 
are extensively felt and lamented by some 
of the most faithful and devoted ministers 
of Christ ; but let such evils be exposed and 
withstood with manly courage and christian 
meekness. Many a soul who had hopefiilly 
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begun to tread the road heavenward, has 
been, by the busy meSdling of proselytism, 
drawn aside; and the seed which had 
been sown and had germinated, has been 
choked by the weeds and tares sown also by 
the enemy^ These things form a portion of 
the dangers to which the flock is exposed, 
and a painful portion of the trials which the 
pastor has to meet and endure. 

I remain. 

My Dear Sir, 

Yours in the best bonds, 

Jugustf 1822. 



LETTER 11. 

THE THANKFUL CHRISTIAN. 



** GodliDess with contentment is great gain." 1 Tim. vL 6, 



My dear siRy 

It has long been my opinion, that if we 
could ascertain the quantity of misery on 
the one side, and the amount of happiness 
on the other, as pervading the human race, 
collectively or individually, we should find 
both conditions wisely adjusted and equally 
distributed. " The day of prosperity " and 
" the day of adversity " are " set one over 
against the other," by the wisdom, justice, 
and benevolence of the great moral Gover- 
nor of the universe; Does the affluent, for in- 

D 
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stance, enjoy a greater portion of this world's 
goods, tlian the poor who occupies yonder 
lowly cottage ? — he enjoys also less rest and 
contentment, because less exempt from cor- 
roding cares and satiefy, than the poor man. 
Does the man of pleasure and ambition derive 
greater enjoyment from the gratification of 
his desires, than the more recluse and better 
regulated character ? — he endures more 
than the latter, of the pangs and sorrows 
that accompany the transitory gratification 
of those appetencies. I do not here take 
into the calculation the quality of the sources 
whence proceed the happiness or the 
misery, but the quantity of the happiness 
enjoyed and the misery endured. If the 
aggregate happiness be but equal to the 
aggregate misery of man in his individual 
or social capacity, what shall we say of the 
goodness and mcrrcy of God in reserving to 
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man, in his fallen, rebellious condition, so 
great a portion of enjoyment, while man 
deserves nothing at the hand of his offended 
Creator and moral Governor, but "tribu* 
lation, anguish, and wrath ! " The poor 
need not envy the rich, nor the rich despise 
the poor. For the splendid mansion, well 
stored with all that the heart can wish, may 
yet contain a heart distracted by disappoint- 
ments, cares, and vexations, — a stranger to 
tranquillity and peace ; while the cabin of 
penury, scarcely furnished with a few ar- 
ticles for the few conveniences of its tenant, 
incloses a heart, not only void of the racking 
cares and disquietudes of life, but enjoy- 
ing that peace and consolation which the 
world can neither give nor take away, — a 
heart glowing with gratitude to " the Author 
and 'Giver of all good things," and devoted 
to Him who justly demands the heart and 
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its homage* Such as the latter character was 
the pious tenant of the humble cot which I 
discovered while perambulating the parish, 
'* to seek for Christ's sheep that are dis- 
persed abroad, and for his children that are 
in the midst of this naughty world, that 
they may be saved through Christ for 
ever."* 

Maria M , when I first visited her 

abode, had attained to the age of fifty years 
or more. Her dwelling consisted of only 
one room, on the walls of which were 
orderly arranged a few metal utensils, as 
t;lean and as bright as they could be made; 
the whole interior exhibiting order, neat- 
ness, and that cleanliness which has been, 
not inaptly, ranked next to godliness. A dis- 
ordered, unclean habitation is the sure mark 
of slothful habits, and it casts a shade of 

* Service for the ordination of priestt. 
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suspicion over the religion of its inmates, 
whatever they may profess to believe or 
know of the Gospel of the grace of God. 
" Cleanliness is next to godliness." 
There is a mistaken notion, too prevalent 
among many of our religious poor, that, in 
seeking the one thing needful, they are to 
neglect the duties and decencies of domestic 
and social life. ^Regarding themselves as citi- 
zens of another and a better world, they think 
and act as if true religion, which sanctifies 
and confirms, only dissolves our various 
relationships, and cancels the duties of our 
callings. True it is, our duty and our inte- 
rest is to " seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness," as objects paramount 
to all others ; yet the same divine authority 
commands us in his word to do our duty in 
our respective stations, to be ** diligent in 
business,** as well as " fervent in spirit, 

d3 
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serving the Lord." Every relationship 
every condition^ every vocation of life, ha 
its natural and appropriate duties. Whei 
these duties are neglected, or but slothfiill; 
discharged, religion suffers, domestic com 
fort is diminished, and a train of moral an< 
social evils is engendered. The world i 
incompetent, or, rather, indisposed, to dra\ 
a just line of distinction between the use ani 
abuse of religion, and is ready and glad t< 
embrace every opportunity to charge upoi 
true godliness what applies only to pervertei 
notions of godliness. It is much to b 
feared that the beer-shop receives and en 
tertains many a lingering customer, wh< 
would gladly sit at his own fire-side, sur 
rounded by his wife and children, and enjoy 
ing their innocent little gambols, did th* 
wife's domestic and religious habits but leat 
her to consult the comfort and temper of he 
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liusband, as well as her own selfish gratifi- 
cation. The husband^ when he comes home 
after the toil and the heat of the day, or 
drenched with rain, and shivering with cold, 
finds that his wife is gossiping in some 
neighbour's dwelling, or at some nocturnal 
religious meeting — the little children half 
asleep — the fire nearly put — the hearth-stone 
unswept — the evening meal unprovided ; 
and he is tempted to seek, in the beer-shop, 
a society, solace, and comfort, which he is 
denied at home. How many husbands are 
steeled against religion, and turn drunkards, 
through the mistaken zeal and imprudent 
habits of a wife who professes godliness, 
but who has not learned that true religion 
teaches and requires its professors to seek the 
things of others as well as their own, to be 
"keepers at home," to "guide the house," 
and to follow the maxims — " A time for 
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ereij ddng, and ereiT thing in its dme, 

*' A pljce finr ererr thing, and eraj thing in 

its place,"* "Waste not, want not.- 0! 

there is a chann which nrets the man to his 

home and to his hearth, when and where he 

can repose his weazy limhs amid the many 

officious attenti<His of his domestic little 

circle, and refinesh his exhausted frame with 

the provisions, though few and scanty, offered 

by the hand of her who is the partaker of hu 

joys and his sorrows, and feel the dingingi 

and the climbings of the smiling urchins wh( 

entwine around his paternal heart. To clos< 

and to sanctiiy these little domestic enjoy 

ments with prayer and supplication, wit! 

praise and thanksgiving, to the Father of al 

mercies, is to smoothe the rugged path of life 

and to organize a society for usefulness heT 

and for happiness hereafter. From such 

cottage you hear ascending, not the wran 
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glings of discord^ but the sweet voice of har- 
mony ; not the bitter cursing and swearing of 
the brutal drunkard, but the prayer and the 
supplication of the man of God; not the 
munnurings of discontent, but the thanks- 
givings of a grateful heart. But from this 
digression 1 must return. 

Maria M on my first, as on every 

subsequent visit, was diligently employed in 
her calling, that of a card-setter,* — an em- 
ployment usually committed to women and 
children, and affording but a scanty return. 
Maria's eyes being very weak, rendered the 
work more tedious* I found, on enquiry, 
that by this occupation she usually earned 
about eighteen pence a week. " How do 
you live with so small an income ?" — " That 

* Card-setting is putting into the leather prepared and 
perforated, the small teeth, or pieces of fine wire properly 
formed,— a tedious process. These cards are used in pre- 
paring or carding the wool, previously to its being spun. ' 
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is what my Mends often ask me, and I tell 
them that Grod blesses my little means ; I 
am often helped, when and where I least 
expect help, and, I thank Grod, never want. 
I want nothing so much as a thankful 
heart."-^" I hope that the goodness of 
God has led you, and daily leads you to 
repentance, and hinds you more closely to 
his service : his * service is perfect freedom.' *' 
— " I hope'so ; for he is good both to my soul 
and body : he supplies my wants, and some- 
times fills my soul with love and joy which I 
cannot find words to utter." — "You attend 
the house of God on his holy day, I hope, 
my friend?" — "O! yes, Sir, I go regularly 
morning and afternoon." — " Where do you 
attend on Sundays ?" — " I go where I always 
used to go, and my forefethers before me, — 
to the Church." — " I am glad to hear it, and 
I trust you find it good to be there, my 
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l?**— "Indeed, Sir, I do so."— " Do 
leax and understand pretty well ?" — " I 
rstand the sermons middling well ; but 
lerstand the C3iurch service, and follow 
; book ; and while the service is read, I 
feel my heart full of comfort and delight : 
old not make much difference to me if 
was no sermon. We can have nothing 
•, Sir, than the prayers, except the 
." — " You say rightly, Maria ; for what 
le services of the Church, but the doc- 
, the promises, the commands, and the 
ngs of the Scriptures, turned into 
rs, pleadings, confessions, and thanks- 



;sc 
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my subsequent visits to this excellent 
dan, I found her piety and her conso- 
of a high order. Glowing, I may 
say, as she sometimes was, with love 
r blessed Saviour, who had first loved 
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her, and with gratitude for his daily merciesi 
there was nothing in her conversation that 
savoured of enthusiasm or vain boasting. 
'* We are nothing of ourselves," were the 
conviction and confession of this excellent 
saint. Nor was she, — as is the unseemly 
custom of too many of our modem prattling 
pietists, — swift to speak and slow to heaii 
(thereby inverting the apostolical precept,) or 
anxious to proclaim, at every turn and comer, 
her religious knowledge, experience, and at- 
tainments; for she was lowly in her own 
esteem. God's Holy Spirit had taught her 
to know herself, and self-knowledge excludes 
boasting. But whenever the subject of reK- 
gion was introduced, a string in Maria's 
heart was touched, which soon vibrated 
And I must confess, without any affectatkm 
of humility, that I never departed out of 
Maria's cottage, without feeling ashamed of 
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my own low and poor attainments, compared 
with her own, in experimental religion. Ah ! 
my^end, there is many a salutary admoni- 
tioH) many a humiliating lesson> and many an 
encouragement, to be derived from visits to 
the abode of worldly poverty: and it is a 
^estion whether the pastoral visitor or the 
Tiaited derives the greater advantage from 
pastoral intercourse with the flock,* when 
that intercourse is properly regulated* By 
winding your way into the cottage, you wind 

* Of the beneficial influence of pastoral visits 'in pro- 
moting practical religion, there is a strong testimony borne 
in the address presented to the late Rev. T. T. Thotnason, 
on bis leaving India. The following quotation from that 
address, the writer takes the liberty of presenting to the 
reader: — " On your first arrival among us, you com- 
Bieoced a round of pastoral visits to the families of many 
of the Old Church congregation. Iliese parochial visits 
led to the adoption ot social worship among families 
where such a practice had not been observed before^ 
while they added fresh fervour and earnestness among 
those with whom family -worship had been already estab- 
Kdied*"— Xi/e qfm Rev, T, T, Thomason, by the Rev. J,Sw 
gent, p. 309. 
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jour way to the hearts of its ininates ; and 
hy the exhibition of a benign aspect and a 
benign feeling, you convince them that in^u 
they may meet with the tenderness and failii- 
fulness of a friend and a shepherd. And thus 
do you prepare the ground for the recepticm 
of the heavenly seed, " the word of Grod." 
Nor let it be deemed a wasted time which is 
spent in listening to the tales of distress and 
difficulties in temporal concerns, which the 
poor jQrequently pour forth into the ear of 
their pastor. On these themes they claim 
6ar sympathy, our counsel; and they intro- 
duce subjects, which, though unconnected 
with the great object of our visits, may 
always be judiciously and beneficially directed 
to that object. To the tale of bodily distress 
or temporal calamity, our great Exemplar, 
while tabernacling among men, never turned 
a- deaf ear, but exhibited his sympathy with, 
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and relieved tlie distressed. In your quiet, 
unostentatious intercourse with the flock, do 
you leam what are the various workings of 
the human heart; what are the difficulties 
which arise from diffisrent temperaments, 
habits, and circumstances, and which impede 
or oppress the pilgrim in his onward course ; 
or what are the errors by which the simjJe 
are b^uiled, and the caviUings and objec 
dons which fill and influence the ungodly 
gainst the truth. 

The shepherd who only leads his flock to 
the best pasture on the hills and mountains, 
but never watches over the flock, never attends 
with vigilant care to the health and state of 
each individual sheep, never carries in his 
arm» the weak, the tender of the flock, never 
stands between the unsuspecting sheep and the 
greedy wolf, — but is content to leave the flock 
to feed indiscriminately, as best it may, on the 
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pasture ;--such a shepherd would icarcely 
deserve the name or be intrusted witk 
a flock. Analogous to the conduet of 
such a shepherd^ is that of the minister of 
God's holy word, who is content with dis- 
charging his public function, — ^who is satisfied 
if, by preaching even " sound doctrine," he 
is to his hearers " as a very lovely song of 
one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play 
well on an instrument,"* — and who, having 
placed before his charge wholesome food^ 
leaves the sheep to wander, to be led aside, to 
be wounded, and to perish, by neglecting to 
follow up his public instruction and exhcnrta- 
tion with being " diligent to know the state 
of his flocks, and looking well to his herd8.'*f 
But to resume my narrative. 

My stay in the parish was not long : and after 
my departure I frequently heard, on enquiry, 

* Eiek. xzxiiL 32. f Prov. xxvii. 23. 
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ike gntdfying tidings th^t Maria M— -^ 
was holdiiig on her way, and waxing stronger 
and 8troi9^;<ef • To the end of her days she 
found thefulfilmentof the gracious promises — 
" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"*— * 
*' Bread shall be given him ; his waters shall be 
sure."f When no longer able to earn her 
wonted pittance by the labour of her hand^ 
ftiend. were r«sed up for her ; and her vene- 
rable pastor provided her with the bread that 
perisheth, as he had, by his ministry, fed her 
with the bread that endureth unto life eternal. 
Yon will have observed, in my conversation 
with Maria M — '—, that she did not place her 
dependence upon, or draw her comfort from, 
the sermon alone. She heard, she under-^ 
stood, she felt, and, with humble voice, she 
tmited in, the solemn services of the sanctuary. 
Her Sabbath religion did not consist in going 

* ]deb. xiii. 5. f Is. xxxiiL 16. 

E 3 
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from jdace to place to hear a sermon; but^ iH 
worshipping God, she regarded the Lord'* 
house as a " house of prayer." Nor did she 
deem the pure word of God, so abundantly 
read in the public service, less weighty than 
the exposition or the preaching of that word; 
to her, the pure fountain of divine truth, the 
naked Scripture, was not less refreshing and 
sweet, than the mixed streams, hiunan com-» 
mentaries, which flow from the fountain. 

. To " worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness," is the most ennobling employment 
pf a rational being ; — to confess his sins in a 
humble posture of body and soul before the 
mercy-seat — to supplicate the divine mercy 
fmd forgiveness through the sin-cleansing 
blood of Christ — to entreat the vivifying, en* 
lightening, and sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit, is the most becoming employment of a 
sinful creature :— to pray for his daily bread, 
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ill as to render thanks for mercies past, 
incumbent duty of a dependent crea- 
— and to intercede for the whole family 
in, of every clime and colour, is most 
ing a creature who is heir to the same 
, afflictions, and sorrows, which more or 
►efal the whole brotherhood. For these 
^yments our Church provides an admi- 
aid, in her " form of sound words." . 
\y the few ''pastoral recollections" of 

a M serve to convince the reader, 

n the obscure and lowly abode of worldly 
:ty, the true riches may be happily en- 
l, as both the foretaste and the pledge of 
glorious inheritance laid up in heaven 
.11 " who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
rity," and serve him faithfully unto the 

I am, my Dear Friend, 

Your*s, in truth and love, 

Wuaryt 1836. < • 



LETTER III. 

THE LATE PENITENT. 



" Sin and sorrow are constant companions." 



My dear friend, 
This aphorism, which I have frequently 
written as a copy at school, recals to my mind 
the halcyon days of my boyhood. In those 
days, not only the word of God was daily read 
and committed to memory in our seminaries, — 
a practice now in too many such institutions 
denounced as interfering with secular sciences, 
or a boy's liberal religious notions, or the 
young lady's philosophical pursuits and 
refinements, — ^but even the school-copies ex- 
hibited some moral maxim or religious truth. 
Thus were our British youths from their 
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ildhood nurtured with moral and religious 
ment; and thus were the principles and 
jcepts of our holy religion inwrought in 
'ir mental constitution. It is true, indeed, 
it (changing the metaphor) " the incorrup- 
le seed" thus sown in early and tender 
ads, may long lie inactive, may for a season 
libit no germinating or vivifying principle, 
y seem "choked" by the wayward and 
petuous passions and frivolous pursuits 
that period of youth which intervenes 
ween the school and maturer manhood; 
1, the promise of an ultimate harvest is not 
llified ; and still may the godly parent or the 
»us schoolmaster be, amid many fears and 
rpondencies, encouraged to "train up a 
Id in the way he should go,"* in the hope 
it *' when he is old, he will not depart from 
* J True it is, he may, in the buoyant 

• Prov. xnii. 6. 
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season of youth, depart from the way, and 
his wandering may continue through a large 
portion of his riper years, — ^yet " when he i* 
old" the promise may be fulfilled: ax^ in 
every step of his wandering he will have 
found that *^ sin and sorrow are constant 
companions :" — ^yes, sin is as certainly creative 
of sorrow as any cause can be productive of 
its certain and natural effect. Even in this 
world vrill be experienced the salutary soirow 
of repentance unto life, or the remorsefiil 
sorrow of the world, which worketh death, and 
which is the foretaste of that imtold sorrow, 
remorse, and fell despair, in the world to come, 
** where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched."* 

The above aphorism was verified in the 

history of Nancy P . She was the 

daughter of a poor widow, who in fonne): 

♦ Mark ix. 44. 
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rs bad seen better days ; but in those 
j&t daySs ^6 pride and callousness of the 
lan hearty too frequently fostered by 
iperity, had not gained for the widow 
y friends among the villagers. And the 
I of her subsequent adversity had failed 
often her heart or to humble her pride, 
n the recollection of her former prosperity 
led only to minister fuel to her vain con* 
as if she^ in the wreck of fortune, was, 
Satan in Pandemonium, '^ majestic in 
s/' Apd to this day, both the vicissitudes 
fe, — bereft of her husband, bereft, of her 
terty, bereft of nearly all her offsprings 
by one, who were the staff of her declin- 
years,— both these vicissitudes, and the 
I of God which she occasionally heard in 
sanctuary, have not wrought any percep- 
change in her character. The rain falls 
the sun shines upon the withered tree, a& 
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well as upon the verdant and blooming ; but 
the former remains insensible to, and impro' 
fited by, their fructifying influence. ThuSf 
the word and the providence of God^ unac- 
companied by the genial influence of the 
Divine Spirit, — and, be it remarked^ unac- 
companied because that influence is unsought^ 
—leave the poor, barren sinner " dead in 
trespasses and sins.'* 

Nancy P , the subject of this narrative, 

occasionally, in the season of youth and health, 
appeared in the house of God: and, as if 
inheriting the self-esteem of her vndowed 
mother, she endeavoured, in her dresses and 
decorations, to vie with the wives and daugh- 
ters of her more respectable and wealthy 
neighbours. When young persons walk in 
the vanity of their mind, they are almost sure 
to Ml into a snare* *' Pride goeth before 
destruction ; " and the love of dress is a iure 
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Indieatioti ef a very uncreaturely pride« 
What are our clothes but the standing eyi-» 
dence^ the sad memento of our direful fate ? 
Nancy contracted an acquaintance with a 
loose young man of the village^ whom hi» 
1; intfdel father had brought up in his own 
L h^del principles ; and^ at the age of twenty^ 
ifincy became a mother, but not a wife. Some 
few days after the birth of her infant, I wa» 
sent for to baptize it at her mother's house* 
The poor unconscious thing, — unconscious of 
the infamy of its birth, unconscious of the 
evils and troubles of a world into which it 
had just launched, — being evidently iU^ was 
named* This being done, the widow mother, 
with hex usual self-importance, announced 
the intention of her daughter to appear 
in church on the ensuing Sunday, to be 
** churched." " I hope not," I replied. — 
"Why not, Sir?'^ was rejoined. ** I should 

F 
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be soriy if she came : for I would not only 
refuse to church her^ but should feel it to be 
my du^ to rebuke her before othenu" — 
'^ Rebuke her, indeed! Why, it is (mly a 
misfortune, which has happened to others 
before her.** — " Do you call that a misfortune 
which is a voluntaiy and damnable sin, the 
sin of fornication ; and do you really suppose 
that this or any other young woman similarly 
situated, is to be put on a level with an 
honourable married woman, or be openly 
proclaimed in the church as the servant of 
God ? It is what I cannot do ; and I must 
refuse her, as I have refused others under the 
like circumstances, imtil there be some indi- 
cations of repentance." — " Then, Sir, perhaps 
you will not christen the child if we bring it 
to church." — " Yes, certainly, I will if you 
bring also sponsors: for the poor infant 
cannot help the sin of its parents." This 
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conversation took place in the hearing of the 
daughter, who remained silent, and apparently 
confounded. I left the cottage ; the infant 
was never brought to church until some weeks 
afterwards, not to be christened, but to be 
consigned among the dead. 

Some months had elapsed, when on a 
Sunday evening, one of my congregation, a 
pious elderly woman, came to my kitchen- 
door and requested to see me. The request 
being readily granted, she addressed me: 
" If you please. Sir, will you be so good as to 

go to see Nancy P , and pray with her ? 

She is very ill, and not likely to get better.'* 
— ^' I am sorry to hear that she is so ill, and 
more sorry, since her late conduct has evi- 
denced a state not prepared for death; be- 
sides, I found it necessary, when naming her 
child, to reprove both her and her mother ; and 
you know^ I dare say, how my reproof w^ 
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received. I really feel no encouragement to 
go: for I fear that her mind, previously 
.hardened by sin, is steeled against any eflTorts 
of mine to do her good. Moreover, I am so 
fatigued with the labours in the church and 
in the Sunday-school for nearly eight hours 
of this hot day, that I do not think I have 
fitrength enough to walk down." — " O ! Sir, 
she is very wishful to see you, and has often 
said how glad she should be if you would go 
and talk with her. I believe she has some 
feeling about her poor soul ; but she will see 
no minister but yourself." — " Well, Hannah, 
what you now state alters the case, and 
gives me some encouragement to go ; and 
since life is so uncertain, I will, though 
scarcely able to walk down, be with her in 
a few minutes." 

Accordingly I repaired with weary steps 
and a trembling heart to the house of afflic- 
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tion. Hope and fear alternately occupied my 
mind. Painful experience of a few years had 
taught mcy in some measure, to estimate 
sick-bed repentance, and what are termed 
sudden conversions. Still, there is no limiting 
of the grace of God : his right " hand is not 
shortened that it cannot save /'* and pluck 
even the most hopeless ** brand out of the 
fire." He may, and he does sometimes, 
make the meanest of his labourers instru- 
mental in converting " a sinner from the error 
of his way," when just on the verge of eternity. 
Discouraging as death-bed scenes generally 
are, and fruitless as the painful labours with 
such as have put off the day of repentance, 
;Diay appear, — stUl, the minister of Christ 
must labour and hope unto the end : 

" For while the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return.** 

I found the object of my visit confined to 

• Is. lix. 1, 
F 3 
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her bedy greatly rednced, and exhibiting sucli 
symptoms as convinced me that the seeds of 
a mortal disease had taken deep root in her 
emaciated frame. The sound of my foot- 
steps when ascending the stairs to her room, 
as I afterwards learned from a bystanderj 
revived her consciousness of guilt, and made 
her tremble. Having exchanged a few ques- 
tions and answers on the state of her health, 
the uncertainty of life, and the certainty of 
death and judgment, and having expressed 
my sympathy with her in her present afflic- 
tion, I ventured to ask, what, in the prospect 
of death, were her expectations beyond the 
grave ? I forget her reply ; but it led me to 
observe, that "no impenitent, unpardoned, 
unholy sinner, dying in his sins, could enter 
heaven ; that I hoped she knew herself to be 
a riniier— ^a transgressor of God's holy law/* 
Here she interrupted me by bursting into 
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1)itter Weeping, and feelingly exclaiming tha^ 
she was indeed a vile sinner, unfit and un* 
worthy to go to heaven. Discovering, by the 
strength of her feeling and the ingenuousness 
of her confession, pleasing symptoms of true 
penitence, I deemed it advisable to deal much 
more tenderly with her, than I, on entering 
her room, designed to do ; and to attemper 
the exhibition of the magnitude and evil of 
sin^ the stern and inflexible demands of 
divine justice " against every soul that doeth 
evil," — with the offer of mercy, pardon, peace, 
and eternal life, freely proclaimed in the Gospel 
of grace to all such as " with hearty repent- 
ance and true faith turn unto God." Having 
conversed with her, examined the state of her 
mind, read the word of God, and prayed for 
her, I departed, thanking God for the re- 
freshing ray of hope which had just penetrated 
my mind, that this young woman, whose. 
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sin had found her out by the infamy of 
becoming an unmarried mother, and by at 
least an incipient conviction of her sinfulness, 
was, like the prodigal son, returning to her 
father's house, after having wandered in the 
*' far country" of sin, misery, and ruin. Well 
do I remember how seasonable this refreshing 
ray of hope was on that day to my mind : for 
I had returned home from my public labours 
with a heavy, desponding heart. I seemed to 
have toiled all the day, and caught nothing ; and 
the abounding irreligion, licentiousness, and 
infidelity of the place appeared to gain strength 
in proportion to my labour and anxiety to 
counteract these evils : and my labours had 
made me almost the *' song of the drunkard." 
My worthy predecessor had been burned in 
effigy, had been opposed, persecuted, and 
harassed until, his health declining, he was 
obliged to resign the living. Efforts were 
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made to induce his successor to follow his 
steps ; and it was fearlessly avowed that no 
*' parson" should stay there if he did not allow 
every body to do just as he liked. But their 
eflforts did not succeed ; and the writer has 
lived to see some of his most determined 
opponents become supporters of his plans ; 
others, alas ! have shewn their true character, 
by their dishonesty in trade and their downfal. 

Ah! the village of could unfold such 

tales as would make the reader question 
whether that village is situated in Christian 
England or in heathen Africa ! 

My subsequent visits to Nancy P , 

during several weeks of severe sufferings, 
which terminated in death, tended to confirm 
the hope that her repentance was genuine, — 
that she was the object of divine compassion, 
and that her days of sorrow, sin's inseparable 
companion, ended in peace and rest. Not 
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having had the advantage of a religious 
education in the days of her childhood and 
youth, she had on her sick-bed everything to 
learn in the first rudiments of the doctrines 
and requirements of the Christian religion. 
She had, it is true, been, in her early days, a 
Sunday-scholar in one of those semi-infidel 
schools, where young persons and children 
meet on the Lord's day to read, write, and 
count, to laugh and sing, during the hours 
of divine service ; and are thus systematically 
taught to desecrate the Sabbath, and to 
neglect and despise the worship of their 
Creator. Such institutions, bearing the 
plausible inscription of " Sunday-school for 
all Denominations," and recognizing no 
distinct and fixed religious principles, are 
the demoralizing and infidelizing pests of 

our towns and villages.* 

• On Education without Religion.— The foUowiiig 
18 an extract from the Judge's address to the Grand Jury* 
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In the course of my visits to this penitent, 
leaxned that the young man who, under a 

the Leicester Spring Assizes, 1836. The writer has suf* 
ient authority to introduce it as a correct extract :— 
** In looking at the calendar, he (Lord Abinger) wi to- 
ssed the classes into which was distributed the education 

the prisonerSiT— those who could read and write well, 
3d and write imperfectly, and those who could not read 
all. In the list there were only three who could not 
id and write, out of a calendar of twenty prisoners. The 
ctrine which had been lately promulgated was, ' Give the 
or education, and you destroy crime.' This had not 
med out to be the case with the calendar before him ; 
* he found that most of the desperate robberies and bur* 
tries were committed by persons who were described in 
i calendar as reading and writing well. He adverted to 
is, certainly not to discourage educating the lower classes 

society ; but to suggest, indeed, what he would boldly 
trm, that if that education was not founded on moral and 
[igious principles, instead of becoming a blessing to the 
or, it would in the end be a curse to society. To give a 
jnd education to man, moral and religious instruction 
jst accompany it, and be its foundation. Man should be 
ide to perceive and to cultivate that religious and moral 
tling, which is a part of his nature, and his distinction 
im the beasts of the field that perish. 
"It had been truly said by Lord Bacon, that * knowledge is 
wer.' To give knowledge, then, without teaching the 
;ht method of using it, and the true purpose for which it 
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promise of niirriagey had iedneed Itefi %U ft 
professed infidel, who had been Inrotight'iip 
in the same Sunday-school with herself ;'iciitli 
consistently enough with his diabdical prin^ 
ciples, he added cruelty to the injmy anft 
perfidy inflicted on his hapless vIctiiB. 
Though in health and strength^ and earning 



ivai designed, was to give the force of a giant to the &•!»• 
tion of an infant. He was aware that many persons were 
))er8uaded that education might be useful, without making 
religious instruction a part of it He bad no doubt tbqf 
were conscientiously of that opinion ; but his own ezpe- 
rience and reflection had satisfied him, that they were 
mistaken. Education without religious instruction mi|^ 
sharpen the intellect, but could not control the passions, of 
the human race. Whereas man should be taught, tad 
could not be taught too early, that the powers of rryffi 
were given to him that he might use them to control bis 
passions, and understand his duties as a moral and nfigicMS 
being; tliat he might learn the truths and eatimatt) ^ 
▼alue of revelation ; that he might cultivate a haUtual 
feeling of reverence towards hu Maker, and 



serve his fellow- creatures and to respect t)ieir righ|bi JM 
part of his religious duty. When these became tlie oqeds 
of education, be bad no hesitation in nfinf^ttaiiJerit 
would greatly diminish.^ 
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weekly wages^ lie abandoned the young 
A Aaaoon as she became a mother. He 
^ t(> contribute any thmg to supply the 
aties of the mother or the childi while 
ing want and pinching hunger were 
kvating her complaint and accelerating 
xit from this world, of both the mother 
he infant. And to my surprise and grief 
'. afterward learn, that this helpless, un- 
fcted sufferer, had passed many a day 
>ut the common necessaries of life. The 
iples of infidelity, which are so assidu- 
r sown among our village poor, by a 
tious and corrupting portion of the press, 
by the emissaries of Satan, who, under 
ipiise of pedlars, traverse the land, not 
snap asunder the bonds of moral and 
1 duties, — not only teach the rising 
ration to despise or forget their Creator, 
bU defiance to every authority divine or 

G 
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human^ — but they also destroy the feelings 
of our common humanity, and steel the heart 
against the appeals and the cries of natural 
affection. Give these principles their &11 • 
scope and operation among all ranks of men, 
and you wiS soon see the reign of anarchyi 
cruelty, oppression, and blood : you will soon 
witness such a state of moral and social 
disruption and misery, as can be conceived to 
exist only among the fallen angels in helL 

The foregoing short narrative suggests two 
or three reflections, which I take the liberty 
of subjoining. 

1. From her refusing to see any other 
religious teacher in her illness, than the indi* 
vidual who had formerly rebuked her sin, 
and &om her anxiety to see that individual 
as her instructor, it seems that the Christian 
minister diminLshes neither his salutary influ- 
ence nor usefulness, by a faithful discharge of 
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his dirty, however painful to himself and 
others^ it may be at the time to discharge 
that duty. The fear of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of his parishioners, or of becoming 
unpopular, by plain dealing, is a species of 
prudence or expediency which enters not into 
the calculation of the man who watches for 
sould as one who must give an account,* 
and who is ^ound to warn and rebuke, as well 
as to pour into the wounded spirit the sooth- 
ing oil of Gospel consolation. 

2. The practice which the writer adopts, of 
refusing to ** church" unmarried women, has 
been denounced as illiberal and incompatible 
with the Uberal and improved *' spirit of the 
age." He is not emulous of the distinction 
conferred by the empty compliments of that 
godless liberalism which too frequently shrouds 
iiiciitferehce to any fixed principles or down- 



Heb. xiii, 17. 
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right ihfidelitTV He^ would not, He iruste, 
*' be partaker of other menV sins,*** ty con- 
niving at"^those shis, or by palliating tbieir 
gtdlt. He presumes that it is as incumbent 
now on the Christian minister to ** put forth 
the precious from the vile/'f as it was on the 
prophet, when those words were addressed to 
him. But, alas ! this salutary distinction 
which the Church itself makes, and for which 
it provides, is not now practicable: for we 
live in an age when, like Israel of old, " every 
man does that which is right in his 6wn 
eyes."J Still, the Christian minister miist" 
be anxious to avail himself of the means ot 
necessary discipline, (of which only a shaad# 
now unhappily exists in oiir Church,) 
whether those means be direct and Well 
defined, or only implied. The service '*'c6in- 
jrioftly called the Churching of Women j"' ute 

* 1 Tim. V. 22. f Jer. xv. 19. I Judges xyiL 0. 
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revolurions of mere human opinions or poli* 
tical expediency. What the Church, as a 
religious institution, requires, is strictly tQ 
work out its principles,— to give it an ample 
scope, commensurate with the multiplied and 
multiplying population, — to enforce upon its 
clergy and its laity those wholesome rules^ 
already framed for its internal government,-- 
and to rescue its ecclesiastical appointments 
from the hands of its enemies and pretended 
friends, who, to serve a party or political 
purpose, poison its fountains, by elevating to 
place and power, men who deny the scriptural 
doctrines of the Church, — men who, while they 
e^t the bread of the Church, lift up their heela 
i^gainst it. Let, moreover, the distinctive 
cbarfu;teristics of the Church be fairly and 
fully laid before the people, and the Churchy 
under the blessing of God, will soon i^tretcK 
forth through the length and the breadth of^ 



68 LETTER III* 

the land^ and diffuse its light among the many 
millions who^ in this Christian land, walk and 
perish in heathen darkness. And let all real 
abuses which can be discoveredj be forthwith 
removed by the pious and judicious friends 
of the Church, or its enemies will hare 
afforded them a pretext for demolishing both 
its abuses and its uses, in its overthrow ; for, 
already is the Edomitish cry gone forth: 
** Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation 
thereof."* 

The effect of the practice above alluded to, 
of distinguishing between married and un- 
married mothers, adopted, in conjunction with 
other means, for the last thirteen years, has 
been, in a population of nearly, three thousand 
souls, in a manufacturing district, a reduction 
of the annual average number of about twelve 

illegitimate children to that of three or four* 

» 

• P8. cxxxvii. 7. I 
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the lO&At offices of. the Chuixth^ .appeals t6 
hsve been l^rmed ahd designed for those who^ 
in the judgment of charity, are ChristiaDS 
indeeSy and who are not excommunicateJd 
br their scandalous lives, or excluded from 
die holy communion, for their unchristian 
conduct. But, though this wholesome disci- 
^ine be at present inoperative, the sins which 
call for its exercise are not less heinous, nor 
less a stumbling-block to others, and injurious 
to the Church and religion. The Rubric 
prescribes that the woman ("churched") 
shall, " if there be a communion," receive 
t3iat holy sacrament; and such a prescription 
eontemplates her fitness to communicate. 
But is a person who has but just afforded a 
public proof of her moral delinquency, with- 
out eeny subsequent sign of repentance, or 
amendment of Ufe, or indication of remorsie, 
a fit person to be admitted to the sacrament. 
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or to W pul^icly ptfonouiiic^d the serviint of 
God, a» she is pronounced to be in the service 
for the Churching of Women i Is there to be 
observed in a reUgious community, no distinc* 
tion between that state which ^' is honourable 
in all," and the state of impenitent " whore* 
mongers and adulterers," whom " God will 
judge ? " The Church of England, with all 
its means and appliances, and salutary pro^ 
visions, seems to be the only Christian 
denomination in the kingdom, which does 
not exercise the powers that it possesses to 
correct its scandalous members* Much is 
written and read, talked and heard, on Church 
reform, and on the expediency of remodelling 
its doctrines, to meet the improved state of - 
society; just as if the unchanging purposes of 
God, and the* doctrines and precepts of his 
holy word, as embodied in the services of the 
Church, were to be modified tosuit the constant 
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3i "3le caseiof Nancy P ^^corroborates 

s ' fiFopotsition^ that, '^sin and sorrow ard 
isCant companions : '* and administers a 
emu warning to ihe young, especially in 
$i<lmmbler walks of life* Dear young 
3ple, " be sure your sin will find you out."* 
»ar purposes, your inward thoughts andl 
dn^s, may be concealed from every human 
servation ; your sins may be covered with 
i darkness of the night ; and^ for a season, 
A may " walk in the ways of your heart, 
i in the sight of your eyes ;" but you will 
kp the bitter fruits of your ways ; you will 
m the bitter sorrow of a salutary repent» 
:6 in this life ; and will be constrained to 
ifess ; 

'* Other pleasures have I sought; 

Tried the worl^ a thousand times ; 
^i' Peace ipursued, but found it not.; 

. , For I still retained my crimes ;*' 

the agony of a wounded conscience, filled 

* Numb, xxxii. 23. 
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with remorse and despair. While the ' 
of rel^on " are ways of pleasaatness, aD 
her paths are peace,"* "the way of 
transgressors is liard."f It is true, " the 
of the transgressors" is covered with mi 
gay and gaudy flower, delicious to the ci 
senses ; yet there is many a prickly t 
which pierces to the quick the wandi 
traveller therein, demonstrating, as ix 

history of Nancy P , the sad truth 

" sin and sorrow are constant companio 
and at the end of this flowery path th( 
the bottomless pit, with all its eternal ho 
and untold torments. 
I am. 

My Dear Sir, 

Yours very faitbi 

March, 183fl, * 

* Pro¥. iii 17. t ProT. lui. IJS. 
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Village Conversations on the Liturgy of the Church 

of England."* 



My dear friend, 

From conversation which I have had at dif- 
ferent times with several brethren, I fear that 
the above-mentioned tract in the Catalogue 
of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, is not so extensively known and 
circulated, as its merits seem to claim. I 
believe it to be a little work eminently calcu- 
lated to lead the mind of the people to under- 
stand and appreciate our valuable Church 

* By Dr. Davys, Dean of Chester. • 
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services ; and my belief is confirmed by the 
results of mj own little experiments. 

Soon after I bad, in 1804^ succeeded in 
instituting a Sunday-schocd in this viUagei I 
introduced tbe tract to be read bj the two 
higher classes of boys and girls in the school. 
A quarter of an hour each Sunday morning is 
devoted to read a small portion ; and the 
children are catechized as to the.meaning and 
application of what they have just read. 
Proofs from the Scripture are adduced, tp 
shew the scriptural character of the service. 
The same plan is adopted on one morning, in 
the week-day national school, established here 
in 1830. By this method, the mind of the 
young is gradually led to comprehend the 
services: and the young persons, thus in- 
structed, are prepared to meet and refute 
cavillers and scoffers at the Prayer-booL 
They are aided in worshipping the Lord in 
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lalietiiiffjr with ths m^erstanding. They 
also led to see the object of eatering the 
ti*of the Xiordi namdiy, to woxship him 
tmiklDg in the ecmfessioiis of 8iiis> — in the 
ec8 and supplications) — ^in the praises and 
iJci^v!higs,«-*-€aid in hearing his hidy wovd 
and eS:pounded» The introdaction c^ 
'^-Village ConversatioDs" into theschool, 
been productive of benefit to the adult 
Each child, reading the tracty is re** 
ed to become possessor of it ; and thu» 
little work finds its way quietly and im-* 
usivdy to the parents and nei^bonrs of 
{jcholdrs ; and leads those parents and 
bbours to examine for themselvesy and to 
airstand the Prayer-book. 
hb services <^ our Church are> it is to be 
sd, but little understood aiiid appreciated 
the professed members of the Gfanereh* 
i -frequentiy chaxued with the doquence 

H 
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exhibited in the pulpit, they lose sight of the" 
privilege of prayer ; and the worship and the 
homage due to the Almighty, especially in^ 
his own house, are transferred to the preacher. 
J£ there be in oiur people any lack of under-' 
standing of the public services, may not this 
defect be justly charged upon those who 
minister in holy things ? K otur parishioners 
or congregations witness our inattention to, 
and disregard of, the worship of God ; if they 
observe us passing through the services with 
a breathless haste and indecorous irreverence, 
that we may ascend the pulpit; or if they 
see us pay little or no attention while the 
services are being read by another ; — ^wiU not 
our parishioners be influenced by our example 
to set at nought the worship of God, and to 
regard the sermon as the only exercise worthy 
of notice? But, on the contrary, they may 
be, and they ought to be directed to the 
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nature^ object, and adaptation of the liturgy, 
that, with a " form of sound words," they 
may worship the Lord of Hosts, and be ha- 
bituated to reverence his sanctuary and keep 
his Sabbaths.* In thus directing our people, 
the little work mentioned at the head of this 
Letter will be found a valuable auxiliary. In 
confirmation of this opinion, . I will take the 
liberty to state one instance out of other 
minor instances of the utility of these " Vil- 
lage Conversations." 
One Sunday morning, early last spring, 

(1835,) I was surprised to see P S , 

a son of a former dissenting preacher in this 
viUage, bring his child, together with sponsors, 
to the baptismal font ; and as much pleased 
to see the man's attention to every word 
of the service during its performance. In a 
few days after, I called upon the man, and 

♦ Levit. xix. 30. 

r I 
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expressed a wish to know the. reason of hU 
having preferred for his child the baptism of 
the Church ; his other children having been 
baptized in the dissenting chapeL He told 
xne that ** Thomas and "William" (a designa- 
tion by which the *^ Village Conversations" 
are known among the villagers) had lately 
&llen in his way ; that he had read the book 
with some attention, which led him also to 
examine the Prayer-book, and to examine 
other works on the Church ; and that the re*- 
suit of this was a conviction that the Church 
of England is the true Church, that its ser- 
vices are sober, rational, and scriptural, and 
that its baptism is true baptism. I after- 
wards called two or three times, conversed 
with him, and l^t him books. On one oc- 
casion, when speaking of the clergy, he re- 
marked, with apparent sincerity, to this 
effect: *^ After aU is said and done about the 
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Churchy these (the clergy) are the men placed 
in every parish and chapelry, and scattered 
through the land ; to them the poor man can 
confidently look for help and guidance." For 

his station in life, a weaver, P S was 

an acute, intelligent man, and could express 
himself well on common subjects. In his 
early days, he had been very wild in his con- 
duct, and had caused much heaviness of heart 
to his aged and pious parent. He had been 
in the army, and had seen foreign service. 
He used to say, in reference to civil wars, 
" O ! did these men who are for civil war but 
see what I have seen of the carnage, the 
blood, and the horrors of war, they would 
dread civil war as the greatest national evil.*' 
This poor nian had unhappfly imbibed the 
principles of infideUty, had openly professed 
them, and had been a scbffer at reHgion. The 
miserable beings in his neighbourhood, who 

h3 
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were of the same principlesi had taken some 
pains to make him prominent^ cmd subservient 
to their eva designs of spreading their pesti- 
ferous notions. Being able to " talk," pos- 
sessing some fluency of words, he was able 
to overcome a common opponent* Our vil- 
lage poor are too easily captivated with the 
noise of frothy and arrogant declaimers ; and 
they are open to the pernicious incursions 
of itinerant demagogues, who, under the 
plausible pretext of befriending the poor, 
only serve their ovni selfish purposes, and 
excite discontent and strife* 

Notwithstanding P S 's infidel no- 
tions, there were in his character some few 
commendable traits. He was a hard workin 
man, and extremely anxious to bring up 
numerous family, without being under ai 
obligation to parochial authorities, or inti 
sive on friends. Yet he was not insensible 
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Y little attention or kindness shewn to him. 
the spring of last year, he increased his 
igence, that by extra labour he might pro- 
'c decent clothes for his children, and send 
;m to our Sunday-school. In this he suc- 
ded* His next effort was to procure for 
iself proper clothing, that he might ac- 
ipany his children to church, and attend 
services, which had, of late, presented to 
I new and attractive views. In this also 
succeeded, so far as to obtain the materials ; 

before his design was fully accomplished, 
affecting calamity put an end to his in- 
dons, and to the hope of those who were 
lly hailing the dawn of divine light on this 
I wanderer in darkness ; and were indulg- 

the joyous expectation of hearing that 
:e, which had been so frequently heard in 
pheming the Lord and reviling his truth, 
>loyed in praising the God of all grace in 
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the congregation, and that tongue, which had 
so often been employed in a,yrfvl impreca- 
tions, supplicating the tender mercy of a long- 
suffering God, and confessing his wanderings 
and errings from the ways of the Lord, To 
the pious mind, there is something truly re* 
freshing when listening to. and uniting in, 
the outpourings of many hearts prostrated 
before the throne of offended Majesty, ** We 
have erred and sti^ayed from thy ways like 
lost sheep» We have followed too much the 
devices and desires of our own hearts. We 

have offended against thy holy laws 

And there is no health in us. But thou, 
Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable of- 
fenders. Spare. thou them, O God, whict 
confess their faults, restore thou them that 
are penitent." O { when will our congregsr 
tions be seen in the humble and becoming 
attitude of self-condemned sinners bending 
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before " tlie throne of the heavenly grace," 
ai^d heard suing with one heart and one voice 
for the proflfered mercy of God, and depre- 
cating his merited wrath ? When will the 
door of divine mercy be at one and the same 
time, and in the same words of confession 
and prayer, of praise and thanksgiving, as^ 
sailed, as it were, by every individual, rich 
aad poor, of our twelve or fourteen thousand 
congregations, assembled in the courts of our 
God ? Let every such individual deeply re- 
flect that God's eye is upon him, and God's 
ear is open to him, as certainly as if he were 
the only supplicant: and, with such a re- 
flection, let him, " with a pure heart and low 
voice," bear the part assigned to him in the 
services. Let him also be stimulated by the 
consideration, that the same ^^ form of sound 
words " used by himself, though, it may be, 
a poor occupant of the lowliest cottage, is at 
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the ame timt rati hy Ae learned, by the 
peer, and hy the monardi, of the land. In } 
the Tast concerns ci the soul and of worship- 
jHi^ God, our Church makes no distinction 
between the peer and the peasant, — ^between 
the king and the meanest of his subjects. 
She proyides not one form of words to flatter 
the vanity or to gratify the taste of the great 
and the mighty, and another form to mark 
invidiously the lowly state of the poor. She 
r^ards the rich and the poor as equal sub- 
jects of the ** King of kings," — alike subject 
to his holy laws, and equally amenable to his 
justice, — alike in need of pardoning mercy 
and sanctifying grace. And while she makes 
exactly the same provision for the spiritual 
edification of the rich and the poor, the rich 
are constrained to maintain that provision by 
contributing of their substance in proportion 
to their means, and thus afford to the poor 



t 
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ne blessings which they themselves 
while the poor comparatively contri- 
>thiiig. And the religious services of 
iirch^ the labours and aid of the parish 
are, by law, as much at the command 
occupier of yonder lowly hovel, as at 
imand of the noble inhabitant of yon 
c mansion. But to return. 

mind of P S was naturally 

e, and its irritable temper had been 
hened by habits of unguardedly yield- 
:emptations. To this, add perplexing 
Dr his family; anxiety to "provide" 
n " things honest in the sight of all 
and, as I suspect, above all, alarm and 
vith the awfiil character and tendency 
infidel principles. Like .a man, sud- 
waking on the verge of some frightful 
al precipice, and trembling at the 
of his situation, P S saw, in 
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some measure, the dreadful position in which 
infidelity had placed him. Pressed down and 
harassed with these various burdens, he be^ 
came deranged in the beginning of summer* 
During his afflicting malady, he ^ould see 
no religious teacher or preacher but the 
clergyman of the place* In any lucid inter* 
val his. anxiety to see that deigyman was 
striking : and, in his cooler moments, his cries 
for divine mercy and forgiveness of his sins, 
were strong and solemn. L^ us indulge the 
hope that his cries were not poured forth in 
vain ; that He who answered with the voice 
of mercy the petition of the dying criminal 
on the cross, did not turn a deaf ear to the 
earnest supplication of this self-condemned 
transgressor ; cmd that the same free and 
abounding grace which changed the persecut- 
ing and blaspheming Saul of Tarsus, was 
extended to ihis once a scoffer and reviler. 



;\ 
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Oneday an infidel neighbour entered hisroom, 

when P S , intently fixing his eyes 

upon him) solemnly exclaimed^ ''There is 
a Grodj — there is a Christ> a heaven^ and a 
kell»^ The man stood speechless^ evidently 
confounded with the reception. In the course 
^f a few weeks, the subject of this melancholy 
narrative was removed to a distant asylum, in 
which he died. 

From the feelings manifested and the ex- 
pressions used during his confinement at 
home, there is little or no doubt that the re- 
collection, and, I trust, an abhorrence, of his 
former principles, deeply affected his mind ; 
and probably contributed to aggravate, if 
not to produce, his afflicting disorder. Alas ! 
^hat a moral desolation is spread by infidel 
opinions ! they coimteract and destroy to a 
lamentable extent the salutary efforts made 
for the religious instruction and moral im- 

I 



86 LETTER IV. 

provement of the young ; they render callous 
the heart of the more advanced in years ; and 
produce a brutal stupefaction, which the 
horrors of a death-bed and the uncredited 
realities of the unseen world alone^ seem, in 
most cases, able to remove. 

"Whatever ray of hope may have penetrated 
through the melancholy gloom which over* 
shadowed the close of this man's earthly 
career, that ray is, I believe, traceable to the 
little work, under the blessing of God, which 
bears the title of " Village CoNVERgAxiONS 
ON THE Liturgy of the Church of £ncm 

LAND." 

I remain, 

My Dear Sir, 

Yours in trutbi 

♦ ' . ♦ ■ 

2Sth January, 1886. 



LETTER V* 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 



" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhold not thy hand.*' — Eccks. zL 6. 



My dear friend, 

In my last commimication, I alluded to 
the system pursued in our school, to enable 
the rising generation to worship Grod with 
the spirit and with the understanding also ; 
and to meet the cavfllings of gainsayers' and 
revilers, who " speak evil of the things that 
they understand not.*' It is not the reading 
through of so many chapters in the Bible or 
Testament; it is not the committing to 
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memory of so many verses to be repeated by 
rote ; mucb less is it the turning of the Bible 
into a correcting rod by making the children 
learn a task in the Bible for some faulty — 
a practice likely to beget in the child's mind 
an aSection similar to that which he feels for 
the rod with which he has been punished ; — ^it 
is not the amusing of the children with sundry 
anecdotes of fiction ; — but it is the working 
into their minds of what they read. The 
same small portion is read over and over ; and 
plam questions, naturaUy arising from the 
portion whichis being read, are administered; 
and these questions set the young minds on 
the task of thinking and investigating. The 
answers returned are their own; and, as their 
own, they are retained in the mind. Some- 
times such general questions are put and 
answers returned as follow : Why do some 
^len laugh at and revile the Scriptures ? Be^ 
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cause they do not understand them. Why 
do they not understand them ? Because th^ 
will not. And why will they not ? Because 
they hate the Scriptures. Why do they hate 
them ? Because they condemn their wicked 
ways. Any Scripture proof of this ? ** Men 
loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil, hateth the Ughty neither cometh 
to the liglyk."* Or similar general questions 
on objections to the Prayer-book are put» 
The scholars are also questioned so as to elu- 
cidate the meaning of words and phrases: 
viz. What is a Saviour ? One who saves. 
Why is Christ called a Saviour ? Because 
he saves. Whom does he save ? He saves 
his people. From what does he save them ? 
" From their sins." What do you understand 
by saving from sin? He saves from the 

• John iii. 19, 20. 
l3 
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punishment of sin, and from the power of sin. 
You said that Christ saves his peopk from 
their sins ; who are "his people ?' All who 
belienre on his name, and obey his command- 
mentis, &c. &c. I need not say how necessary 
it is to teach the children to affix to terms 
their precise ideas, so as to distinctly under- 
stand and legitimately apply words and de- 
signations constantly used both in the word 
of God, in the public service of the Church, 
and in our sermons. Any one conversant 
with our untaught population, soon discovers, 
by their random talk, that they do not un- 
derstand the words which they express. Now, 
if they do not perceive the precise meaning 
of such terms as, " Saviour," " Redeemer," 
*' Mediator," " Advocate, " " Intercessor, " 
" Refuge," how can they perceive the varioui^ 
importaQt offices connected with these terms 
respectively ; and how can they draw from 
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:hem that instruction and Uiat consolation 
^Iiich the terms, when rightly understood 
md applied, are calculated to impart ? It is 
jy habitual intercourse with the poor of our 
locks, that we can best learn the gauge of 
lieir comprehending &culty, and be prepared 
o adapt our instruction accordingly^ The 
nan who prepares and delivers his servions 
¥ith litde or no regard to the understanding 
ind the feelings of the meanest of his flock, 
s like the physician who prescribes without 
laving previously examined the state of his 
)atient. The ministers of Christ, if they 
vovld imitate their divine Master, and be 
iseful in their holy calling, must " conde- 
icend to men of low estate ;"* they must dis- 
card &om the mind and for ever the notion 
>f being fine preachers. That the pulpit, 
^here we should plead with our fellow men, 

* Rom. zii. 16. 
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with all the simple earnestness that eternal 
things demand, should be made the arena for 
exhibition or display, is one of the many 
humiliating proo& of our £dlen condition! 
And such as convert the pulpit to so unholy 
a use, "verily have their reward."* 

The Sible and Testament axe consecutively 
read in the school, so as to get at the history 
of the Old and New Testaments, and to 
apply that history to individual cases for 
practical purposes.f For instance, some three 
years ago, the whole of this extensive and 

• Matt, vi 5. 

f It appears that to this method of catechetical instruc- 
tion in the holy Scripture are to be ascribed the first 
serious impressions of the late Rev. T. T. Thomason. In 
the interesting Biography, by the Rev. J. Sargent, is the 
following record, p. 2: '^ Frequent questions on the Sorip«> 
tures, and application of them to mankind and to himself, 
so affected him, that he saw himself to be a sinner, hr from 
Ood and happiness, and he felt that his whole dependenefc 
must be on the mercy of God through Christ." 
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popiilous district was conyulsed by combina^ 
tions of the operative class against their em- 
ployers^ which provoked from those employers 
a retaliation. It happened, I regret to say, 
that some of the young persons in my own 
class had quitted their employer, from no 
other cause than that he had employed per- 
sons who had not enrolled themselves in the 
combination against the masters. It also 
happened that on the Sunday following, the 
portion of Scripture which came in course to 
be read, was Genesis xvi. 1 — 12. Among 
other questions the following were put, and 
they elicited such answers as reproved the 
delinquents out of their own mouths: "Why 
did Hagar run away from the service of her 
mistress i Because her mistress had dealt 
hardly with her. Was she right in quitting 
the service, though hardly treated? Now 
How does that appear ? The Lord reproved 
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her, and sent her home again. Then, if it 
was wrong to run away from her mistress, 
when dealt hardly with by that mistress, can 
it be right to run away from an employer or 
master, and persuade others to do so, when 
not hardly dealt with by that employer? 
No, Sir." Here the subject was dropped, 
and the class lefl to make a personal applica- 
tion of it. Had the passage been purposely 
selected, or the subject pursued further, a 
beneficial application would, probably, have 
been defeated ; and a charge .would have been 
made, and prejudice excited against the school, 
and perhaps the Bible also — that they were 
made instruments of supporting the rich, and 
oppressing or condemning the poor. But 
the plan of reading excluded the ground of 
even a suspicion of intended personality, 
yrhile it conveyed a seasonable and personal 
reproof. The same beneficial and judicious 
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arrangement is evident in reading appointed 
portions of Scripture in the house of God. 
Suppose a concurrence of delinquency in any 
parishioner, and a Lesson or Psalm to be read 
on the following Sunday before the congre-* 
gation^ which portion exhibited the guilt 
and reproof of that particular delinquency. 
Here the sin would be exposed and rebuked 
at a proper season, without incurring the 
charge of being designedly personal, or the 
danger of being ineffectual. It could not be 
said or supposed that you had selected the 
portion to expose publicly the individual de- 
linquent. There are, indeed, occasions which 
call for decided anid pointed reproofs and 
admonitions, arising from the examples of 
others; but such occasions should be very 
carefiilly embraced. 

It may here be observed that catechetical ex- 
ercises in the Scripture and Common Prayer- 
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book in Sunday and week-day schools, to be 
efficient, should, if possible, be conducted by 
the clergy themselves. To neglect, or to 
delegate to lay* teachers, this work of cate- 
chizing, is, in the opinion of the writer, to 
neglect or delegate to others, one of the most 
interesting, delighted, and important parts 
of the ministerial work. The lambs of the 

* By this remark nothing is further from the writer's 
design than to depreciate the cooperation of the laity in 
our Sunday-schools. Such a cooperation is necessary and 
reciprocally beneficial If lay agency, under proper regu- 
lation, were to be more extensively promoted in our 
Church, the benefit would be proportionately eztenstvet 
The apprehension that such agency may improperly interfere 
with the clerical office, would be found, under a pmdent 
regime, groundless. In the Sunday-school with which the 
author is connected, are several lay teachers, rich and poor; 
and during thirteen years of the school's existence, he has 
never witnessed any disposition on the part of the teachers 
to interfere with the rules and the discipline of the i^hool* 
Some of these teachers have, by their connection with th^ 
school^ become decidedly religious; and thus have they, 
while occupied in instructing the children, been ** taught of 
God." A Sunday-school, like any other institution, may 
be a blessing or a curse to a neighbourhood. 
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flock, at least as much as the sheep, require 
the vigilauce and care of the Shepherd ; and 
the more so in these '^days of rebuke and 
blasphemy." For the emissaries of darkness 
are traversing the land, and pouring into 
tender and unsuspecting minds *' the leprous 
distilment '* of infidelity, plausibly designated 
" philosophy." 

The work of public preaching is important ; 
and the man who undertakes it> incurs a re- 
sponsibility which may wellmake him tremble. 
But it is a work which should occupy its 
just portion of time, and not be permitted to 
invade any other of the ministerial duties* 
Now, if the portion of time, in many in-^ 
stances, devoted to preach long sermons, 
were to be employed in catechizing on every 
Sunday, the result would be highly beneficial 
and gratifying ; it would, under the blessing 
of God, produce ample finiit " in due season." 
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And this labour of love might be bestowec 
the tender and the young, without press 

m 



jjl too much on the physical resources of 
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clergyman. And it is a question, whel 
any clergyman who preaches very long 
mons, or who spends his time at the tabl 
his parishioners and neighbours, can fa 
allege the want of time or physical strenj 
as a reason for neglecting to catechize 
every Sunday and on a week-day also, 
catechizing, I do not mean making spee< 
or preaching to children, or telling pre 
little tales; but, by questions and answ 
incorporating with their minds the subj 
of divine truth. This species of past 
labour offers, indeed, no inducement to 
man who loves exhibition ; — ^for such it is 
quiet, too unostentatious, too private, ani 
may add, too difficult an employment, 
boy may preach, but it requires a man 
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catechize," said one of our old divines, of 
whom George the good (III.) opined that 
" there were giants in those days." 

From persons who, as scholars or teachers, 
have been, or are still, connected vnth our 
Sunday-school, the most interesting, con- 
sistent, and hopeful portion of my communi- 
cants, is formed. It was but a few days ago 
that three of these persons waited upon me, 
and intimated their vnsh to commemorate the 
sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
"according to his holy institution." They 
afforded satisfactory evidence that the labours 
formerly bestowed upon them were not be- 
stowed in vain. One of the three commenced 
her career as a Sunday-scholar about twelve 
years ago. She passed to the highest class, 
then to the adult class, and became a teacher. 
On marrying, she resigned her office. Being 
married to a worldly man, she soon grew 
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careless, neglected the means of grace, an 
having often admonished her, gave up 
case as hopeless. Family bereavementj 
the death of a child last year, led her U 
fleet, and revived in her mind the seed w 
had been sown in years past, and w 
seemed to have been sown to the wind, 
other two are still teachers, and one of t 
about sixteen years of age. Surely, we 
well " sow beside all waters," — sow in H 
FAITH, and PRAYER ; and, though our h 
may be laid beneath the^ green turf of 
church-yard and our name forgotten ere 
seed spring up visibly and bear a crop, 
seed thus sown will germinate and pro< 
fruit to the praise and glory of God. 

I remain, 

My Dear Sir, 

Yours very faithf 

Jpril, 1836. 
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P. S. I have frequently heard complaints 
made, and surprise expressed, by my brethren, 
that young persons, brought up in their 
Sunday-schools, had, as soon as they left the 
schools, deserted the Church and commixed 
with its adversaries. Were any pains taken 
to instruct those young persons, during their 
connexion with the schools, in the principles 
of the Church, and to attach them to the 
Church, and thus by the force of truth to 
preserve them within the fold ? How many 
are there of our Sunday-schools, professedly 
under the Church, in which neutralizing 
books and tracts are read, and the children 
practically taught to view all religions, or no 
i^ligions, the same f 
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LETTER VI. 

GOD THE DIRECTOR OF HIS OWN WORD. 



** My word -*— — thai] not retam unto me Toid, bat 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it" — Itaiah Iv. II. 



My dear FRIEND, 

• 

The Christian pastor's is a chequered life, 
— an alternation of light and darkness, of 
hope and despondency, of joy and sorrow. 
In addition to the constant vicissitudes to 
which he, in common with every other fol- 
lower of Christ, is personally subject, he 
largely participates in the vicissitudes of others 
also. Besides the care of his own immortal 
soul, his own experience, his inward conflicts. 
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■^he is no indifferent observer of the ex- 
perience, the conflict, the success or discom- 
fiture, the progress or apostasy of those 
committed to his charge. He watches for 
souls. And the man who really watches for 
souls, sustains an office and bears a burden 
very different from the office of the man who 
merely preaches in the pulpit, — delivers his 
message, and neither hears, enquires, nor 
cares about its success. It has been opined 
by even good men, that if the Christian mini- 
ster fidthfrdly discharges his public functions, 
delivers the truth without any compromise, 
he ought not to permit his mind to be dis- 
quieted with anticipations of the result of his 
labours: he has done his part, he has de- 
livered his own soul ; and the rest must be 
left with God, whose prerogative it is to 
clothe the word with power. It is, indeed, 
true that, as no man "by taking thought 
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can add ome cubit unto his stature/^ so 
CShiiatian minister by anxiety and exert 
can, independently of God's Hdy Spirit, 
one soul to the Church of Christ as a li^ 
member thereo£ It is also true that 
must (and woe be to him if he does w 
fcithfiiUy and "rightly divide the word 
truth." Still, it admits a question, whel 
the Christian minister can or ought to : 
contented with having sown good seed, v 
having warned, exhorted, admonished, 
instructed the people, and with, thus, ha^ 
delivered his own soul from the fearfrd g 
of compromising or perverting the truth, 
such a contentment the apostle St. Paul ^ 
I apprehend, a stranger when he virotc 
the Galatians : " My little children, of wl 
I travail in birth again until Christ be fim 
in you."* No language can be more eicp. 

* GaL iv. 19. 
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fiive of the apostle's intense anxiety to pei> 
ceivcy as well as his labour to produce, in 
these Galatians a true and lively faith with 
all its holy &uits and evidences. He was not 
content with merely preaching to them so 
many sermons, or exhibiting so much talent 
and zeal; but he travailed^ in pain, until a 
vital imion between Christ and the persons 
addressed, should be formed, and be visible 
by its fruits. And this intense anxiety to 
produce and witness the fruits of om: labour, 
is perfectly consistent with a simple reliance 
upon the grace, and submission to the will, 
of "the Author and Giver of ail good things," 
" who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will ;"f while it forms a necessary 
ingredient in the composition of a Christian 
pastor, and evinces his estimation of immortal 
souls. There is another passage which 

* " *Xl8/y»," as a woman in labour. f Ephes. i. 11. 
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<;onveys an idea of something more than mere 
preax^hing, aad being satisfied with having 
well performed that exercise, as required to 
fill up the lines of the Christian ministry. 
When writing of the ministers of Christ, the 
apostle describes them as watching : " They 
watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account."* It would not, it is presumed, be 
a sufficient plea to the ovnier of the flock, 
part of which had strayed, and been lost or 
invaded, and torn by beasts of prey, were the 
shepherd to say that he had led the sheep to 
a good pasture, and there left them to graze^ 
thrive, and protect themselves. Equally in* 
valid, but involving infinitely greater conse- 
quences, will be the plea of that pastor to the 
" Great Shepherd,*' that he had placed before 
the flock sound and wholesome doctrine, as 
constituting the sum of his pastoral duties, 

• Heb. xiil 17. 
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without watching over and preserving from 

wandering and destruction the flock over 

which, he had been placed. Now, watching 

a flock is a different part of the shepherd's 

calling from that of feeding or leading into 

good pastures : and to "watch for souls" is 
something beyond feeding souls with the 

bread of divine truth: and after the most 
diligent and faithfrd preaching of sound doc- 
trine, might there still be drawn up against 
the preacher the indictment against the 
Jewish pastors of old : "^The diseased have 

ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed 
that which was sick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have ye 
brought back again that which was driven away, 
neither have ye sought that which was lost, . . . 
and they became meat to all the beasts of the 
field, when they were scattered. My sheep 
wandered through all the mountains, and 
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upon every high hill; yea, my flook was 
scattered upon all the face of the earthy and 

none did search or seek after them 

Thus saith the Lord God; Behold I am 
against the shepherds: and I will require 
my flock at their hand,"* &c. May this heart- 
stirring chapter be indeHbly impressed upon 
the heart of every Christian pastor, and excite 
him to constant, unwearied activity in watching 
over and feeding the flock of Christ ! Has 
not the minister of God*s word, in the outset 
of his ministerial course^ fully recognised the 
duty of WATCHING for souls, and of seeking 
them out, when he listened to that solemn 
exhortation and admonition in the ordination 
service ; — " Now, again we exhort you,, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
have in remembrance into how high a dignity 
and to how weighty an office and charge ye 

* Ezek. xxziv. 4, Src 
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are called ; that is to say^ to be messengers^ 
watchmen, and stewards of the Lord ; to 
teach and premonish, to feed and provide for 
the Lord's fiamily ; to seek for Christ's sheep 
that are dispersed abroad, and for his children 
who are in the midst of this naughty world, 
that they may be saved through Christ for 
ever. And if it shall happen the same 
Church, or any member thereof, to take any 
hurt or hindrance by reason of your negli- 
gence, ye know the greatness of the fault, 
and also the horrible punishment that must 
ensue ?" These passages from the Scripture 
and the ordination services, imply more thiah 
feeding the flock by the preaching of sermons. 
If the ordination services, in conjunction 
with the portions of Holy Scripture which 
bear on the pastoral oflice, were frequently 
read and duly weighed, as, indeed, they 
ought to be, it would serve to remind us 
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of our obligations^ our solemn vows^ our 
responsibility; and to correct our seK-com- 
placency and exaltation in seasons of suc- 
cess ; or to stimulate our minds^ which are 
so prone to relax and yield under successive 
and varied discouragements ; especially when 
years of apparently fruitless toil have been 
endured; when opposition has been long 
and painfully encountered; and when, in 
our most earnest exhortations and faithful 
admonitions^ we seem unto our people as one 
that mocketh^* and, almost in despair, are 
constrained to ask, How shall I persuade 
this people, or what more can I say or do to 
arouse them from their lethargy and carnal 
security? Under such discouragements as 
these, can there be much wonder if the ser- 
vant of Christ should be tempted to resign 
his comrSission, and petulantly to resolve, 

• Gen. xix. 14. 
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as the Lord's prophet resolved under similar 
difficulties, ^^ I will not maJ^e mention of him, 
nor speak any more in his name ?"* Still, he 
dares not abandon the post assigned to him, 
lest he, like " the son of Amittai," should be 
pursued with the vengeance of his God. 
Though " faint, yet pursuing,"f he again and 
again addresses himself to his work. It has 
been justly remarked, that to feel as a father, 
a man must be a father : and surely, before 
any one can feel as a Christian minister, he 
must be a minister ; not a mere preacher, 
but a Christian minister, who labours, and 
prays, and watches for souls. 

Of the most difficult and discouraging parts 
of the office, the visiting of a certain class of 
the sick is one. A grey-headed stranger to 
godliness is taken ill ; he is laid on that bed 
to linger and to die. To the last stage of 

* Jer. XX. 9. f Judges viii. 4. 
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life he has passed, as unconcerned about his 
soul and things eternal, as the brute beast 
that perisheth. He is visited, warned, in- 
structed, entreated, and prayed for, day aftei 
day, and week after week. All you can 
extort from him is, " It is all very good.' 
All within him seems a confused mass oi 
irremoveable ignorance and hardness of heart. 
There is no tangible point. Every word 
read or spoken rebounds, like a small ham- 
mer struck on the mass of flinty rock, without 
making any impression, or meeting any on( 
softer point which indicates the least generow 
yielding. All seems, as to him, labour ii 
vain : and yet the labour itself may not have 
been lost as to others. God may hav( 
silently directed the arrow of his word U 
another than the person at whom it was 
aimed. The sower (to change the metaphor 
may have, with the patience and labour ol 
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months or years, been sowing the seed in 
some particular spot; but that wind, the 
Divine Spirit, may have conveyed the seed 
to another soil, where it is germinating, and 
where it will spring up and bear abundant 
fruit, to the glory of God and the joy of the 
patient husbandman. 

Mary M had attained to the age of 

at least threescore years, when the writer 
first saw her. Previously to his being re- 
quested to visit her on a bed of sickness, he 
had entered her cottage^ to remind her and 
her aged husband of their mortaKly and 
accountability, — that "it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment."* But to the house of God they 
found not their way. Confirmed habits of 
irreUgion for years, had become to them a 
second nature. Death's harbinger at length 

» Heb. ix, 27. 

l3 
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overtook the old woman^ and she sank on 
that bed, from which she was removed to 
the cold and darksome tomb. Many, many 
months did she linger while yielding to the 
decay of nature : many, many were the pas- 
toral visits to her, and the efforts made to guide 
her, even at the eleventh hour, into the path 
of life. But all seemed lost. No generous 
compunction, no yielding to conviction, no 
kindly melting of the heart, no salutary sor- 
row, for a life of threescore years devoted 
to the service of sin, and to the dishonour- 
ing and robbing of God, at all appeared. 
At the end of twelve months' warnings 
and instruction, all seemed hopeless in he 
case ; and the writer ceased for a time f 
pursue his visits, in the hope that tl 
might lead her to reflect. A minister 
another denomination then commence<? 
series of visits, which terminated in the 
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disappointment. Upon this the parochial 
pastor resumed his labours, and continued 
them until Mary's death ; but without per- 
ceiving, on his last visit, any better ground of 
hope of her final safety, than when he first 
conversed with her. In her case, the seed 
seemed truly to have been sown to the 
whirlwind: she appeared to have died as 
she had lived, without Christ, having no well- 
grounded hope. Her exit forcibly recals 
to the writer's mind the mournful descrip- 
tion of the aged transgressor's departure from 
an abused life : — 

^* Behold ! the aged sinner goes^ 
Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 
Down to the mansions of the dead, 
With endless curses on his head.** 

" From hardness of heart, and contempt of 
God's holy word and commandment," may 
the " good Lord deliver us !" The writer. 
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however^ must leave the final decision of 
Mary's state with the great Judge : he pre- 
sumes not to pronounce her condemnation or 
salvation. But he would loudly and urgently 
sound an alarm in the ears of all who may 
read this letter; — all godless persons^ all ne- 
glecters of God's holy worship, all despisers of 
the blood of the covenant, all strangers to 
Christ and his great salvation, all Sabbath- 
breakers, all lovers of pleasure more than 
of God, — beware, lest by a prolonged life of 
ungodliness, of neglect, and indifference, you 
harden your hearts ; and, by striving against 
the monitions of fidends and your owp^ con- 
sciences, lest you grieve the Holy Spirit to 
depart for ever, and you be given up to a 
judicial blindness and hardness of heart, to 
fill up the measure of your sins, and to trea- 
sure " up unto thyself wrath against the day 
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of wrath and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God.'** It will add a keen pungency 
to your sorrow, to reflect on mercies despised ; 
grace offered, but disdainfully rejected ; the 
Gospel brought to your doors and your 
houses, and its rich provisions freely offered 
" without money and without price," but 
proudly trampled under your feet ; a cruci- 
fied, compassionate, and glorified Saviour, 
beseeching you by his word, his ministers, 
his providence, and the gentle strivings of 
his Spirit, to " be reconciled unto God," but a 
deaf ear contemptuously turned to all. Such 
reflection will, perhaps, form one of the bit- 
terest ingredients in that cup which the damned 
will be ever drinking, but never exhausting. 
Even the sound of the church-going bell will 
rise in judgment against you, and convict you 
of a criminal, disdainful neglect of the means 

* Rom. ii. 5, 
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of grace. Every person passing by your 
door^ and every time that lie does pass by,' 
to and from the house of prayer, will testify 
against you. Oh ! the many, the unexpected, 
the true witnesses that will stand up and bear 
their testimonies against the poor lost soul, 
who has willingly and wilfully perished in 
the land of plenty ! Dear fellow-creatures, 
bethink yourselves of " the hour of death and 
the day of judgment," when all those various 
excuses for indolence and ungodliness will 
avail you nothing. 

About a year since the death of Mary 

M had elapsed, when I happened to 

pass by a cottage in the neighbourhood. A 
decently-looking woman was standing at the 
door : she made a respectful courtesy, and 
accosted mp with " How do you do. Sir ?" 
— " I am quite well, thank you ; I hope 
you are so. Do you live here ?" — *' Yes, 
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Sir ; will you please to come in and rest 
yourself a little ?" — "I have no objec- 
tion. I see you have a family of small 
children : an important charge on your 
hands." — "Yes, indeed, Sir. I have some 

working at , and I wish you to be 

SO good as to take them into your Sunday- 
school, if you have room. I should like 
them to get a bit of learning. Poor folks' 
children are busy on working-days, earning a 
bit of brass, and cannot go to school but on 

1 

Sundays." — ''We do not profess in our school 
to make yoimg folks learned. We try to 
get them to read, understand^ and follow the 
word of God ; and to be wise for another 
world." — "Ay, indeed, that is the great mat- 
ter, and I could wish all my children to take 
to that." — "Well, if you wish them to prepare 
for another world, I hope that you also are 
doing so, both for your own sake and for the 
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sake of setting before them an example,"— 
" I hope I do, Sir, in my poor way. But I 
find myself very dark in these things ; and I 
have so long neglected them, and cared not 
for my poor soul.** — *' It is, indeed, an awful 
thing, and not the less awful because it is so 
common, to neglect the soul. I hope jou 
attend the means of grace, for that is one 
very important way to come to a saving know- 
ledge of the truth. We must diligently use 
the means ; but in dependence upon God* s 
Holy Spirit, and with earnest prayer that he 
may make these means a blessing to us."— 
**Yes, Sir, I attend the church regularly, 
and I read my Bible, and pray in my poor 
way to be teached right. But I cannot make 
prayer as I have heard some people make it. 
I find in the Bible many things hard for me to 
understand, and I am not learned." — " Well, 
we are all babes first ; then children ; then 
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youths; before we are fully grown to man- 
hood : it is so in the spiritual life of a true 
Christian. There is a beginning, and that 
beginning is, in some cases, so small as to be 
scarcely known ; there is a going forward, 
or a growing ' in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.'* Now 
as to prayer, it is not the speaking readily 
fine words, or making a fine prayer, that may 
be called praying. A man may make such a 
fine prayer as to astonish the hearers, and yet 
not pray ; he may speak in prayer, or conver- 
sation, or preaching, with the tongue of an 
angel, and yet be only * as sounding brass, 
or a tinkling cymbal.' ' God be merciful to 
me a sinner,' the prayer of the self-condemned 
publican, when expressed from the ground 
of the heart, is much more likely to enter the 
ears of Jehovah, than the most pompous and 

♦ 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
M 
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fluent and noisy prayer. Perhaps you have 
not been long attending to these things."— 
" No, Sir, I only began lately to see things 
differently from what I used, and I thank 
God that he has let me see at all into these 
matters.'' — "What first brought you to attend 
to these matters?" — "Well, Sir, you perhaps 

remember old Mary M , that died some 

time ago, — ^happens about a year or so. You 
used to see her and pray with her. I had 
heard a great deal about you, — some for you, 
and some against you, since you came to 

: and I had a great desire to hear you. So, 

one day I contrived to be at the house when 
you were there : and what you then said to 
the poor old woman, while you were explain- 
ing the place you had read in the Testament, 
and praying with her afterwards, affected me 
so much, that I could hardly bear for crying: 
and ever since, I have been very wishful to be 
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in the right way. I also thought it a terrible 
thing to be like that poor old Mary, on a 
death-bed. Poor woman ! I fear she died 
without any feeling about her state. My 
mother used to talk with me about religion, 
but I never used to mind what she said. I 
feel thankful that I happened to hear you." 
— " My good friend, if you have received any 
good through my labours, give the praise and 
the glory to God; and follow on to know 
him. But who is your mother?" — " They call 

her N — — B . She lives in the , 

and comes to church every Sunday since you 
came among us. She used to go among the 

. I hope she is in earnest about her 

soul. She has been a good mother to me. 
She has wandered a good deal to different 
places of worship, and she now seems settled 
in the church." — " Is your husband inclined 
to be serious ?" — " I am afraid not ; but he 
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is very good ; he makes no objection to me 
going to church ; and though I have a large 
family to provide for on Sundays, I contrive 
to go to church twice every Sunday ; and by 
taking care to have every thing ready and 
comfortable for him and the children, I keep 
aU quiet, and enjoy my own way of thinking 
and doing about religion. It is one of my 
greatest comforts to go on Sundays to hear 
the word of God : the prayers and every 
thing seem quite new to me ; and through 
the week I look forward to Sundays with 
delight. It is all that a body has to think 
about, is the soul." — " Well, Sarah, by your 
managing to go to God's house twice every 
Sunday, though you have so many children, 
you make good what I often say : * Where 
there is a will there is a way.' And I am 
glad that your husband does not oppose you ; 
and you must not provoke him to do so, by 
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contradictions^ or by unseasonable^ indiscreet 
rebukes and disputings. These things would 
only stir up his mind against you, and, 
through you, against religion itself. Con- 
tinue to pray for him and for your children ; 
and sooner or later your prayers will be 
answered. Let your husband and children 
see by your meekness, peacefiilness, and 
proper attention to their comforts, that reli- 
gion makes better wives and better mothers. 
This will go a great deal further to gain them 
over, than all the talking and disputing about 
religion which disturb the peace of some 
families.*' — " You, happens, will be so good 
as to call on my mother. Sir; she talks a deal 
about you. She comes to your religious 
meeting. May any one attend those meet- 
ings?" — "Yes, any one who lives in the 
parish may attend." — " I suppose. Sir, you do 
not take children into your Sunday-school 

m3 
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if they do not live in the parish." — " By no 
means. Every parish has its own prop«r 
ministers* to attend to its inhabitants ; and 
that is one great excellency of our Church, 
that one minister is not allowed to meddle 
with the work of his neighbour minister : and 
every one knows the extent of his own charge, 
and to th^t charge he ought to attend^ and 
he will find enough to do." 

The person with whom this conversation 
took place, had, in her youth, and long before 
I entered on the duties of the place, been 
very giddy, and had become a mother before 
her marriage. Up to the time of her meeting 

me at the cottage of Mary M , she had 

led a godless life. The evident change in her 
conduct excited the gratitude of the pious, 
and^ as of old, gave ofience to the proud, 
self-righteous Pharisee. "What! is she 
turned religious ? she did not use to be so 
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well thought of," said one of the latter class, — 
just as if religion ought to be monopolized 
by the decently moral. But whatever the 
Pharisee, wrapped up in the flimsy garment 
of his own boasted righteousness, may have 

felt or said, the case of Sarah is, in the 

opinion of the writer, one of those cases 
which our blessed and adorable Redeemer 
represents as causing joy in heaven.* Some 
time after the above and other interviews, 

Sarah intimated her desire to eat of that 

bread and drink of that cup, which are, in the 
Church of Christ, until his coming again, 
standing memorials of his blessed body and 
precious blood, given for the redemption of 
his people. Having conversed with her 
several times on the subject, and found that 
she appeared to have right views and feelings, 
I encouraged her to commemorate the death 

♦ Luke XV. 7, 10. 
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of her Saviour. To this day she continues 
to be a regular communicant, and a steady, 
consistent, humble-minded Christian. May 
the God of all ^ace multiply a hundred fold 
such characters in every parish throughout 
the kingdom ! On one occasion, when I was 
conversing with her on the advantage of 
meditating on the nature and end of the 
Lord's Supper, self-examination, and prayer, 
before the administration of that ordinance, 
she remarked, in a way very far from any- 
thing like boasting, that though she had to 
be up later on Saturday nights to provide for 
Sunday's conveniency, she always contrived 
to rise at five o'clock on Sacrament Sundays, 
that she might be alone in reading, thinking, 
and praying, without being disturbed. Sarah 

is one of those who does not allow her 

family concerns to form an excuse for neg- 
lecting her religious privileges and duties; 
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nor does she permit her religious duties to 
produce sloth, untidiness, or neglect, in house- 
hold affairs : and thus, while she faithfully 
serves her God, she incurs in her house no 
charge of neglecting or mismanaging her 
domestic duties ; she gives no room to her 
husband or children to 3ay, that since she 
began to mind religion, she minds nothing or 
nobody else, and that religion makes people 
idle and careless about the comforts of others. 
Indeed, true religion does not make its pos- 
sessors idle, tattlers, and careless about the 
comforts of their husbands, parents, or 
families : it is that spurious, undefined, inde- 
finable something, substituted for sober, 
scriptural religion, that makes people what 
they ought not to be. 

Filial tenderness and duty to parents, and 
a lively concern for the souls of the nearest 
and dearest connexions upon earth, axe 



180 LETTER VI. 

among the fruits and evidences of a renewed 
heart. And who that truly believes the 
word of God, — who that sees, through the 
medium of that word, the awful realities of 
that world which is invisible to the carnal 
eye, — who that beholds, on the one hand, a 
soul neglected, a heaven lost, and lost for 
ever,— a bottomless pit, where the fire will 
never be quenched, where the poor lost sin- 
ner is eternally tormented, and where untold 
millions, for anguish and despair, are weeping, 
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth night and 
day without end ; — and, on the other hand, 
a heaven sought and obtained, a heaven of 
bliss, a " weight of glory," — the b}essed pre- 
sence of the Deity, — the fiilly glorified 
Redeemer, and the myriads of angels and 
redeemed saints, all glorious, all as happy as 
their enlarged capacities admit of; — who that 
beholds these realities of heaven and hell. 
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without any intermediate state of ^^ purgor' 
tory^' or " Paradise of fooUy^ can be an indif- 
ferent spectator of the course which a near 
relative or a dear friend is now running? 
Can it be, with the sincere, enlightened 4 
Christian, a matter of indifference or of smalt 
consequence, whether a parent, a child, a 
wife, a husband, a brother or z, sister, a 
friend or a neighbour, is progressing towards 
heaven or gliding down to hell ? Impossible. 
What lethargic spell is it that deadens our 
minds, and makes us indifferent observers of 
the thousands around us, running down the 
broad way to perdition, without putting forth 
the hand of friendly violence to arrest them 
in their destructive career? Did we see a 
frantic man running to the precipice of some 
frightful chasm, to project himself downward 
and to dash to atoms his mortal frame, could 
we resist the impulse of humanity, and refuse 
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a mighty effort to stay his mad course? 
Whaty then, is the spell that chains us to the 
spot from which we, unmoved^ behold the 
heedless multitude, and our friends and rela- 
tives among them, posting at full speed to 
fall over that precipice and into that vast 
chasm, where eternal " destruction from the 
presence of the Lord" awaits the soul and the 
body of all who fall therein ? It is, — whatever 
we may profess to believe, — it is unbelief. 
Surely, had the Saviour of men beheld his 
rebellious enemies with the same apathy that 
we behold our friends in their ruinous course, — 
had he deemed the eternal salvation or dam- 
nation of an immortal being, a matter of no 
importance, — would he have emptied himself 
of his native glory, assumed our nature, 
become "a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief," and become '^ obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross," " for us men 
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and for our salvation ?" O ! no. It is well 
for us that his thoughts and ways are not as 
our thoughts and ways.* 

Filial tenderness and duty towards hfer aged 
parents, and a steady, deep-felt anxiety for v 
their souls' welfare, were characteristic of 

Sarah 's religion. These two fruits of 

piety continued to the end of her parents' 
pilgrimage. Her mother became infirm 
through paralysis; and, though near the 
house of God, she was, towards the close of 
life, unable of herself to walk thither. It was 
truly refreshing, and it was honourable to 
religion, to see the daughter, Sunday after 
Sunday, calling upon her aged parent and 
bearing her to the church: and, on Sacrament- 
days, she almost literally carried in her arms 
her infirm mother to the rails of the commu- 
nion table; so anxious was this pious and 
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dutiful daughter that the soul^of her afflicted 
mother should prosper and be in health by 
using the means of grace. How different was 
this lovely scene of filial affection and piety 
towards a decrepid mother^ from that diabo- 
lical cruelty^ that unnatural treatment, to aged 
and helpless parents on the bank of the 
Ganges! Angels in heaven and saints on 
earth behold the former exhibition with 
deUght : devils and savages with horrid exul- 
tation behold the latter. Oh ! it is sicken- 
ing to conunon humanity to be told, that in 
Christian Britain are to be found legis- 
lators who advocate immolations so brutal, so 
horrible as those which disgrace India ! 

Sarah 's mother, for the last two years 

of her life, was confined almost daily to her 
bed ; and the tender feeling, attention, and 
anxiety of her daughter, neither ceased nor 
abated to the end: and it must have done 
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more than compensate her for her solicitude, 
her prayers, and exertion on behalf of the 
aged woman, to have a well-gromided hope 
that her parent departed this life in the true 

faith. Grace had, indeed, taught Sarah 

" to love, honour, and succour her father and 
mother," " and to do," upon Christian prin- 
ciples, and from Christian motives, her " duty 
in that state of life into which God" had 
called her. 

The foregoing narrative of Mary M 

and Sarah fully sustains the assertion 

that God sometimes directs the arrow of his 
word to other persons than those designed by 
the bow-man, and demonstrates the truth of 
his own declaration, " My word .... shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." 

To the laborious but discouraged and de- 
sponding sower of the word of God, the same 
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narrative saith, "Faint not in your mind:" 
you may now be sowing in tears^ — ^you 
" shall reap in joy."* The seed which you 
have been, for years, sowing with toil and 
sacrifice of ease and comfort, and, it may be, 
of health and property, seems to have perished 
in a bad, ungenial soil ; or, if here and there 
a germ appeared, to have been blighted by 
some worldly blast, or choked with worldly 
cares and covetousness, or crushed by the 
foot of an enemy while sowing his tares; 
and all seems to be lost. But why seems 
lost ? — His word shall not return to Him void. 
Instead, therefore, of desponding, as the 
writer himself foolishly and sinfully has de- 
sponded, take courage. Take heed also that 
the seed which you sow, be taken &om that 
exhaustless genuine store, the Scriptures of 
truth. Indeed, to this the Christian husband- 

• Ps. cxxvi» 6. 
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man is pledged by his ordination vows, as 
well as by the word of the living God. " Will 
you be diligent in prayers, and in reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, and in such studies as 
help to the knowledge of the same, and laying 
aside the study of the world and the flesh ? 
Am. — I will endeavour myself so to do, the 
Lord being my helper."* The writer, in 
recording here his own solemn vow, and in 
reviewing his sinful forgetfulness and neg- 
ligence of its ftdiilment through the years 
that are past, almost trembles and feels con- 
founded. He looks aroimd him, and sees the 
man who toils for the bread that perisheth; 
and to obtain that, he labours through the 
heat or the cold of twelve hours a day, and 
trifles not with time. He hears the morning 
bells summoning to their day's work, before 

• Ordination Service. 

n3 
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the break of a winter's day, the surround- 
ing population ; and the summons is duly 
obeyed : but carnal sloth, and '^ a lion in the 
way/' chain to his bed of slumber the man 
who should be up and be doing, — be pro- 
viding for his spiritual family, be toiling and 
watching for souls. Hours of sloth and 
trifling, or of employment not included in his 
commission, amount to days, — days amount to 
years in a man's life, — and, in the short era of 
his ministry, form a blank for which he must 
render an accoimt to his Lord and Master. 
Can he do so with joy ? A solenm question! 
In sowing the good seed, care should be 
taken also to examine the spirit and the 
motive with which the seed is sofwn. Do 
we not too frequently sow for ourselves, for 
our own profit, our own self-pleasing, our 
own popularity ? Alas ! What lodgments of 
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selfishness and pride and vain glory are hid in 
the deep recesses of the heart ! We may^ by 
the influence of natural generosity and affected 
contempt of money, be free from the love of 
filthy lucre ; yet may there be within, the love 
of human applause, a self-complacency, a 
thirst for reputation : and these may power- 
fully excite an anxiety for success, may 
stimulate to exertion, and may disappoint or 
reward our cupidity. Where is the man who 
does not know this to be true, and who does 
not daily and hourly feel and bewail the play- 
ing within of motives and ends which defile 
his work, and which may well prostrate him 
in shame and confrision at the feet of his 
divine Master, whose " eyes are as a fiame of 
fire,"* to penetrate the inmost and darkest 
recesses of the soul ? Where is the man of 

• Rev. i. 14. 
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God, who, if some happy thought or appro- 
priate expression occurs to him, while either 
preparing or preaching a sermon, does not 
feel a kind of self-complacency and self- 
elation immediately follow, and an ascrip- 
tion to SELF of praise and talent ? Can it be 
wondered at ? Should it not rather be a cause 
of thankfulness, that God withholds from us 
the gratification of seeing his work prosper in 
our hands, when by that work we shall seel 
our own glory ; and that, by subjecting us U 
repeated disappointments and mortifications 
he leads us to see the mystery of iniquit 
still remaining within, and beats down th* 
strongholds of selfishness and pride, strips u 
of our vain-glorying, teaches us to cease firou 
ourselves, and to ascribe to Him all the powe 
and the glory ? Where is the Christian mar 
especially the Christian minister, who is no 
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constrained to adopt the apostle's lament: 
" When I would do good, evil is present with 
me?" 

" If I pray, or hear, or read. 
Sin is mixed with all I do : 
Ye that love the Lord indeed, 
Tell me, is it so with you?"— ^ 

was the confession of one to whom the writer 
is indebted for the first impressions of serious- 
ness made, under God's blessing, on his own 
mind, when a stranger to God and the way of 
peace. 

We may also revolt from the habits of 
spending our precious time in the fields or 
upon the mountains, in quest of living game, 
and dread the appellation of " a hunting 
parson;" but do we as carefully avoid the 
wasting of our time by pursuing dead game, 
at the convivial boards of our neighbours? 
We may feel shocked at the cruelty of de- 
priving of its life a bird of the air, or a beast 
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of th^ field, or a fish of the hrook, thou^ 
tliey are appointed thereunto; but are we 
equally shocked at the possibility of uniting 
in such table-talk as may deprive a neighbour 
or a brother of his good name, — more precious 
to him than life itself? Let us beware lest, 
through the deceitfulness of the heart, we 
swallow a camel while we strain at a gnat! 
Let us also take heed lest, in presuming on 
our own superior sanctity, we indulge in that 
Pharisaical spirit towards a brother : " Stand 
by thyself, come not near to me : for I am 
holier than thou."* 

I ought, my dear Sir, to make some 
apology for having occupied so much of my 
letters with reflections on the office which we 
both sustain. But they seem to have con- 
nected themselves with the " recollections" of 
events in which I feel deeply interested. I 

• Is. Ixv. 5. 
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hope the reflections and the recollections will 
stir up the mind of the writer and the reader 
to a more active diligence in their respective 
vocations. And may the Lord of the vineyard 
pour out his Spirit " upon our Bishops, 
Curates, and all congregations committed to 
their charge," that they who minister and they 
who are ministered unto, may rejoice together 
in the day of Christ ! 

I remain, my dear Friend, 

Yours in the best bonds, 

April, 1836. 



THE END. 



K. CLAY, PftlMTSft, B&EAD-STRKST-HILL. 
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